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DISCLAIMER: Disclaimer:
In accordance with our mission to
provide a platform for showcasing
exceptional work on humanitarian
issues and develooment, “The NGO
World” magazine collects material
from various.sources, including social
media- pages of NGOs, development
projects, UN agencies, and other related
pages. We aim to bring attention to
the remarkable efforts and initiatives
undertaken by these organizations to
create positive change in communities
around the world. It is important to
note that the content presented in our
articles is based on publicly available
information and may have been sourced
from these organizations’ official social
media platforms or websites. We always
strive to ensure accuracy and integrity in
our reporting. To maintain transparency
and give credit to the original sources,
we include the relevant source links
at the end of every article. “The NGO
World” does not claim ewnership of the
content provided by these organizations
and acknowledges their wvaluable
contributions to the field of humanitarian
work and development.
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“DIHAD’s Milestone Edition: Reflecting
on Two Decades of Humanitarian

Excellence”

The DIHAD Sustainable
Humanitarian Foundation,
established by His Excellency Amb.
Dr. Abdulsalam Al Madani, stands
as a global non-profit organization
committed to addressing the
sustainable needs of people

in countries affected by crises,
disasters, and natural calamities. It
manages charitable, humanitarian,
educational, and aid activities,
including The Dubai International
Humanitarian Aid & Development
(DIHAD) Conference and Exhibition
and its related events.

DIHAD serves as a beacon of

hope and resilience in the global
humanitarian landscape. The
organization is dedicated to
empowering the world through
sustainable development,
humanitarian initiatives, and
education. With a presence in over
197 countries, DIHAD has reached
more than 2.55 million direct
beneficiaries and collaborates with
over 900 partners, demonstrating
its steadfast commitment to
creating a positive and lasting
impact.

Guided by a vision of a sustainable,
resilient, and equitable world,
DIHAD prioritizes communities
affected by crises, disasters, and
natural calamities, striving to bring
about tangible transformation in
their lives.

The 20th edition of the Dubai
International Humanitarian Aid
and Development Conference
(DIHAD) is scheduled for 23-25
April 2024 at the Dubai World
Trade Centre, under the theme
“Humanitarian Diplomacy and a
Journey to the Future.”

DIHAD fosters collaboration among
United Nations Agencies, the
International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement, international
and local NGOs, foundations,
charities, European Union
members, government authorities,
academic institutions, and the
private sector.

As DIHAD marks its 20th edition,
it underscores its enduring
commitment to fostering
collaboration and driving change
in the global humanitarian

and development sectors. This
landmark event reflects on its
journey over the past two decades
and charts a path forward.

DIHAD serves as a pivotal platform
for bringing together a diverse
array of stakeholders, facilitating
meaningful dialogue, innovation,
and collaboration essential for
addressing the challenges posed by
crises and natural calamities.

In collaboration with UCAM
University in Murcia, Spain,
DIHAD Humanitarian College has
successfully launched the first-
ever Master’s Degree Program in
Sustainable Humanitarian Action.
The college aims to empower the
next generation of humanitarian
professionals with the skills and
leadership mindset required to
lead humanitarian action and
response effectively.

The impact of DIHAD extends
beyond the conference venue.
Through its comprehensive
agenda, DIHAD addresses the
pressing needs of communities
affected by humanitarian crises,
fostering resilience, and promoting
sustainable development. It has

played a vital role in shaping
policies, sharing best practices, and
mobilizing resources to support
relief efforts worldwide.

UNOCHA will organize a Pre-
Conference Workshop under

the theme “Humanitarian
Diplomacy - Additional Avenues for
Humanitarian Engagement” on 22
April 2024 at the Dubai World Trade
Centre, exploring new horizons in
global humanitarian efforts.

DIHAD offers invaluable
opportunities for networking,
capacity-building, and knowledge
exchange. By bridging the gap
between theory and practice, it
empowers stakeholders to enhance
their skills, expand their networks,
and forge partnerships that can
drive impactful change on a global
scale.

In conclusion, DIHAD remains a
cornerstone for the International
Humanitarian Aid and
Development Community,
embodying the spirit of solidarity,
collaboration, and innovation. As

it embarks on its 20th edition,
DIHAD reaffirms its commitment to
shaping a more inclusive, resilient,
and sustainable future for all.

DIHAD is joining forces for a better
world! Don’t miss out on this
exclusive opportunity to learn from
high-level experts and expand your
knowledge.

Warm regards,

Zafar Igbal
Editor-in-Chief, The NGO World

For queries, suggestion & feedback
editor@thengoworld.com
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Be Part of the World’s Leading

Event on Humanitarian Aid &
Development: DIHAD 2024

Dubai International Humanitarian Aid and Development Conference

& Exhibition 23-25 April 2024 | Dubai World Trade Centre

n a world where crises and
calamities seem ever-present,
the need for humanitarian aid
and development has never
been more pressing. Amidst these
challenges, the Dubai International
Humanitarian Aid and
Development (DIHAD) Conference
& Exhibition emerges as a beacon
of hope, offering a platform for
dialogue, collaboration, and action.

As we gear up for the 20th edition
of DIHAD, scheduled from April
23rd to 25th, 2024, at the Dubai
World Trade Centre, we embark
on a journey of reflection and
forward-thinking. Under the
esteemed patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed

Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President and Prime Minister of the
United Arab Emirates and Ruler

of Dubai, DIHAD has evolved into
the pinnacle event in the realm of
humanitarian diplomacy.

This year's theme, “DIHAD 2004-
2024: Humanitarian Diplomacy and
a Journey to the Future,” embodies
our commitment to not only
acknowledge the achievements of
the past two decades but also to
pave the way for a more resilient
and sustainable future. With a
focus on Humanitarian Diplomacy
in the face of emerging challenges
such as access and human security,
climate change, people on the
move, global health challenges,
leadership and new actors, and

the enhanced role of women and
youth, DIHAD 2024 aims to spark
conversations that drive actionable
solutions.

The anticipated attendance of
over 16,000 participants from
154 countries underscores the
global significance of DIHAD.
With 900+ participating entities
and partners and 10 confirmed
pavilions showcasing innovative
humanitarian efforts, the event
promises to be a hub of ideas,
expertise, and collaboration.

At the heart of DIHAD are the
visionaries and thought leaders

who will grace the stage, including

esteemed personalities such as

H.E. Joyce Msuya, United Nations

Assistant Secretary-General for

Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy
Emergency Relief Coordinator; H.E.

Jan Egeland, Secretary-General,

Norwegian Refugee Council; H.E.

Mr. Fabrizio Carboni, Regional
Director, Near and Middle East,

International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC); H.E. Ms. Najat Rochdi,
United Nations Deputy Special
Envoy for Syria; H.E. Mr. Gilles
Michaud, United Nations Under-
Secretary-General for Safety and
Security; H.E. Dr. Nawal Al-Hosany,
UAE’s Permanent Representative to
the International Renewable Energy
Agency (IRENA); H.E. Dr. Hanan
Balkhy, Regional Director, WHO
Eastern Mediterranean Region,

and many more. Their insights

and experiences will undoubtedly
inspire and inform our collective
efforts to chart a path forward in
humanitarian aid and development.

To all those who share our
commitment to making a
difference in the world, we extend a
warm invitation to join us at DIHAD
2024. Together, let us build bridges
of compassion and solidarity and
forge a brighter, more inclusive
future for all.

For more information and to
explore the Conference Programme,
visit www.dihad.org. Your presence
at DIHAD 2024 is not just an
invitation—it’s a call to action, a
chance to shape the future of
humanitarian diplomacy.

DIHAD 2024 is sponsored by

the Malaysian Consultative
Council for Islamic Organization
(MAPIM), The Islamic Affairs and
Charitable Activities Department
in Dubai, DP World Foundation,
Dubdai Islamic Bank, Dubai
Charity Association, and Al Khair
Foundation.

Join us as we navigate humanity’s
future. Save the date and be part
of history in the making.

DIHAD is supported

by the United Nations,
Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum Global
Initiatives, Dubai
Future Council on
Humanitarian Aid,

UAE Red Crescent
Authority, International
Humanitarian City,

and Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum
Humanitarian and
Charity Establishment.
It is organized annually
by INDEX Conferences
and Exhibitions Org.
LLC - a member of
INDEX Holding.




Patricia Mcllreavy

n the world of nonprofits, where
passion for the cause often
supersedes financial incentives,
fostering a culture of appreciation
is paramount. Yet, all too often, the
invaluable contributions of nonprofit
staff members go unrecognized
and uncelebrated. In this era of
heightened competition for talent,
remote work environments and
increased burnout rates, nonprofit
leaders must prioritize staff
appreciation and recognition as a
strategic imperative.

Within this, it is also essential to
strike a balance between cultivating
genuine appreciation and

=
How Nonprofits C

Appreciation For Team

inadvertently fostering a culture
of mere niceness—where gratitude
becomes routine and detached
from meaningful achievement.

A past colleague once drew
inspiration toward this goal from
the unlikeliest of sources: the iconic
“Snap Cup” from the film Legally
Blonde 2. For those as unfamiliar as
I was at the time, the protagonist,
Elle Woods, attempts to foster
connectivity and appreciation
among her colleagues by asking
each of them to write down an
anonymous compliment about
another co-worker before placing it
into the Snap Cup. Then, Elle read
each note aloud and prompted
finger snaps for each compliment.

While a whimsical example,

the underlying principle of
acknowledging and celebrating
one another’s contributions is a
powerful tool for fostering a positive

|

an Nurture Genuine
Members —+

work environment. At my former
office, a replica of the Snap Cup
was made and passed around from
staff member to staff member to
recognize everyone’s achievements.

Drawing inspiration from this
activity, here are a few ideas on how
nonprofit leaders can ensure sincere
and impactful appreciation for their
staff.

Authenticity Over
Formality

While structured recognition
programs have their merits, they can
sometimes devolve into perfunctory
exercises in which gratitude feels
obligatory rather than heartfelt.
Avoid the trap of empty niceties

by fostering a culture where
gratitude is honest, spontaneous
and personalized. Nonprofit leaders
must emphasize authenticity over
ceremony in their appreciation

efforts; spontaneous recognition that stems
from genuine gratitude for exceptional
contributions or acts of kindness should be
encouraged.

Implementing rituals like the passing

of a Snap Cup, where team members
self-determine the schedule to publicly
acknowledge each other’s exceptional
achievements when they observe them,
can create a ripple effect of positivity and
camaraderie within an organization.

Embrace Constructive
Appreciation

In a culture of kindness, it’s crucial to
recoghize not only successes but also efforts
and improvements, even in the face of
setbacks. Rather than simply thanking people
for doing their job, acknowledge the qualities
and actions that exemplify dedication,
innovation and resilience. Encourage peer-
to-peer recognition where team members
appreciate one another’s growth, problem-
solving skills and willingness to go above

and beyond expectations. By embracing
constructive appreciation, nonprofit leaders
can foster a culture where feedback is

valued as much as praise, driving continuous
improvement and accountability.

Cultivate A Growth Mindset

Instilling a growth mindset that values
learning, development and progress over
perfection is essential. Encourage staff
members to embrace challenges, learn
from failures and continuously strive for
personal and professional growth. Celebrate
the outcomes and the journey—the lessons
learned and skills acquired along the way.
By reframing appreciation as recognition of
growth and effort rather than mere outputs,
nonprofit leaders can cultivate a culture of
kindness rooted in accountability and a shared
commitment to continuous improvement.

Through these and other similar practices,
nonprofit leaders can create a workplace
where authentic appreciation is a deeply
ingrained value that drives meaningful impact,
fosters genuine connections and reinforces
accountability.

Source: https://www.forbes.com/sites,
forbesnonprofitcouncil/2024/03/26/how-nonprofits-
can-nurture-genuine-appreciation-for-team-
members/?sh=33347fle7274

The Giving Guide
2024

Sumer Bowles

Dear Esteemed Readers,

In the 2024 Giving Guide, we proudly showcase over 75
nonprofits, exemplifying the vibrancy of the Orange County
nonprofit community. Our sincere gratitude extends to

the underwriters whose generous support facilitated the
widespread participation of numerous nonprofits this year.

Special appreciation goes to
our esteemed publication
sponsors—Association of
Fundraising Professionals,

Boys & Girls Clubs of Central
Orange Coast, Boys & Girls
Clubs of Greater Anaheim-
Cypress, California State
University, Fullerton, Chapman
University, Community

Action Partnership OC, Court
Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) of Orange County, Cystic -
Fibrosis Foundation, Farmers R e gme. W u
& Merchants Bank, Lugano

Diamonds, Orange County

Community Foundation, University Of California, Irvine,
Orange County United Way, and Unlimited Possibilities.
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A heartfelt thank you to our dedicated OCBJ team: Jami
Derby for meticulous content editing, and Rich Loyd, Albert
Ornelas, and Sonia Chung for their exceptional graphic
design contributions.

The Giving Guide stands as our most significant special
edition each year, and witnessing its seamless assembly
is truly remarkable. This invaluable resource continues
to enrich our community, and | eagerly anticipate its
continued growth.

Best,

Lesley Churchill

Philanthropy Publications Director
churchill@ocbj.com

Source: https/www.ocbj.com/custom-content/the-giving-

quide-2024/
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Judge says NGO foreign
funding case concluded after 13
years due to lack of evidence

fter 13 years of
investigations, an
Egyptian court dropped
the charges against
five of the last remaining non-
governmental organizations
accused of receiving foreign funds
to harm the state in Case 173/2011
on Wednesday, reversing earlier
decisions to freeze their assets, and
ban their members from traveling.

Citing lack of evidence, the
investigating judge on the case
dropped the charges against the
Egyptian Initiative for Personal
Rights, the Arabic Network for
Human Rights Information, the
Arab Penal Reform Organization,
the Cairo Institute For Human
Rights Studies and Al-Nadeem
Center for Rehabilitation of Victims
of Violence.

The decision also stipulates ending
the travel bans and asset freezes
against heads and workers of the
organizations named

in the case.

Today'’s decision — which came
without prior notification, affected
NGO directors told Mada Masr —
should close the curtain on Case
173/2011, according to the judge’s
press statement. But after over a
decade of the case, the directors
said they are approaching the news
with caution.

EIPR Executive Director Hossam
Bahgat, who has been banned from
traveling and whose assets have
been frozen since 2016, called the
decision “a restitution, a lifting of
injustice, and an end to fabricated
charges.”

“We are now awaiting an apology
from authorities for the moral
damages that affected our
reputation and the material
damage that the ban resulted in,
for travel bans and seizing funds

for eight years, after which it

was proven that the evidence

was insufficient, according to the
investigating judge, which was
known to everyone since the start
of this fabricated case 13 years ago,
Bahgat told Mada Masr, adding
that the case was only aimed at
harassing Egyptian human rights
activists as punishment for their
work.

Arabic Network for Human Rights
Information Director Gamal Eid
expressed cautious optimism
regarding the decision. “We have

a legal expression that says: the
prisoner is released when he is
released, not when the release
decision is issued. It's a decision
whose details we still do not know,

” he told Mada Masr. “I'll know that
the decision has been implemented
and respected when | can give
power of attorney at registrar
offices, can deal with the bank
again, and take a flight

to be able to see my daughter and
wife, whom | meet once a year.”

“We were surprised by the travel ban
at the airport, we were surprised by
the case in the newspapers, and,
after eight years and a month, we
learned that the case had been
dropped from the media. They
were the last five entities remaining
in the case and so, with today’s
decision, the case and the foreign
financing file are theoretically
closed permanently,” Eid added.

One organization still
remains in limbo due to

a procedural discrepancy
made early in the case, its
directors told Mada Masr.

Members of the Arab Center for the
Independence of the Judiciary and
the Legal Profession (ACIJLP) were
also hesitant to celebrate, as the
organization’s name was not listed
in the judge’s decision. Its director,
Nasser Amin, told Mada Masr that
the center is still involved in the case,
to the best of his knowledge, and
that the travel bans and asset freezes
against its directors are still in place.

Amin explained that the center’s

file was separately referred to the
Supreme State Security Prosecution
in 2015, albeit under the same case
number. As of now, no decision has
been issued by the prosecution,

nor has any coordination taken

place with the investigating judge
regarding this matter. “We are waiting
to be informed if there is a decision to
close the entire case,” he added.

ACIJLP Executive Director Hoda
Abdel Wahab noted to Mada Masr
that the organization’s referral to
the prosecution stemmed from an
earlier error in the case, wherein the
center was incorrectly associated
with foreign organizations instead
of local ones. That was before the
center was referred to the Supreme

State Security Prosecution to clarify
its status. The center has not been
informed of any decisions regarding
the investigation since then, she
added.

On March 4, the judge similarly
dropped the Hisham Mubarak
Law Center from the case due to
insufficient evidence, saying, at
the time, that the number of local
organizations dropped from the
case had reached 80.

The case dates back to 2011, when the
Cabinet asked the Justice Ministry to
form a fact-finding commmittee to look
into the foreign funding received by
civil society groups.

In December of that year, police
forces raided the headquarters
of 17 civil society organizations,
detained several of their workers
and confiscated their belongings.
The prosecutions then referred 43
of the NGO workers — including 27
foreigners — to trial in February 2012,
on charges of “receiving money
from abroad with the intention of
committing an act harmful to the
national interest or harming the
country’s independence or unity,
and running associations without a
license.”

In June 2014, the 43 defendants
received sentences that ranged
from one to five years in prison. The
court also ordered the shutting
down of five foreign organizations
operating in Egypt: International
Republican Institute, National
Democratic Institute, Freedom
House, International Center for
Journalists and Konrad Adenauer
Foundation.

The investigation was split into
two parts: one dealing with foreign
organizations operating in Egypt,
in which all defendants were
acquitted in December 2018, and
a second lawsuit addressing local
organizations, Case 173/2011.

n

The committee then named over
30 foreign and local organizations it
claimed were conducting activities
of a “political, social, economic

or charitable nature” without the
appropriate licenses.

The foreign organizations
were acquitted in 2018,
years after many of their
staff and organizers had
left the country.

Domestic NGOs remained
hamstrung by asset freezes, with
many of their leaders facing travel
bans for the following decade.
Dozens of human rights workers
were targeted, including Eid and
Bahgat, along with Egypt country
director of the Cairo Institute for
Human Rights Mohamed Zaree;
director of the Nazra Center for
Feminist Studies Mozn Hassan;
Al-Nadeem co-founders Magdy
Adly, Suzanne Fayyad and Aida Seif
Al-Dawla; and Center for Egyptian
Women'’s Legal Assistance co-
founder Azza Soliman.

These, and others, were
interrogated in relation to this

case, had their assets frozen or
been banned from leaving Egypt,
pending investigations into charges
of receiving foreign funding with
the aim of destabilizing national
security.

They lost a 2019 appeal against the
provisional measures restricting
their activity. Over the following
years, organizations have one by one
been granted access to their funds
or the right to travel again, as they
were removed from the case for
“lack of evidence.” By August 2023,
75 organizations were ruled out
from the case, with the defendants
allowed to travel and access

their assets again, according to a
statement by the Justice Ministry.

Source: https./www.madamasr.com/en/2024/03/20/news/u/judge-says-ngo-foreign-funding-case-concluded-after-13-years-

due-to-lack-of-evidence,
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Local NGO's recycling drive hailed a
success despite falling short of goal

n initiative by a local NGO

to mark Global Recycling

Day on Monday has

been deemed a success,
despite not reaching its goal of
collecting 100,000 cans and bottles.

Good Humans 268 rallied a number
of businesses and groups across
Antigua to assist with a recycling
drive, via 12 pop-up stations placed
around the island.

The NGO’s President Joshuanette
Francis told Observer yesterday they
had collected over 50,000 bottles
and cans, although the final count
had not yet been completed.

The station manned by the Junior
Chamber International (JCI)
collected the most items.

Following the event’s success,
Francis and the other collaborating
groups are now considering a
repeat of the initiative.

Francis emphasised the importance
of sustainability and eco-
friendliness in their recycling efforts.

Once the bottles and cans are
sorted, they have specific plans for
each material.

Bottle caps will be donated to
the West Indies Sailing Heritage
Foundation, while cans will go to
the Antigua and Barbuda Waste
Recycling Corporation.

Clear bottles are designated for the
Antigua and Barbuda Plastic Free
Island Initiative.

This project is just one part of

a broader waste management
strategy, aiming to involve legislation
for household sorting and the
establishment of recycling facilities.

Good Humans has already

begun work within educational
institutions, placing 192 recycling
bins in schools across Antigua and
Barbuda.

The group has recycled a total of
178,000 cans and bottles in the last
year, with Monday’s addition set

to bring that number to well over
200,000.

Looking ahead, Good Humans 268
envisions a circular economy where
recycled materials are transformed
into new products.

They plan to convert plastics into
furniture and glass into sand and
other glass products.

Francis also highlighted their
engagement with schools,
aiming to instill environmental
consciousness at an early age.

Through their student community
service programme, they encourage
students to volunteer in recycling
and tree-planting activities.

“We have an estimated 17,000
students on island, and with 17,000

students planting two trees every
year that’s 34,000 trees. With 17,000
students recycling 50 items for the
entire school year, that is 850,000
cans and bottles,” Francis explained.

The organisation’s impact extends
beyond recycling, with plans to
create employment opportunities
and foster community involvement
for persons with disabilities.

Their vision includes a state-of-
the-art compound encompassing
recycling facilities, nurseries, and
farms.

“We have to create the opportunities
for disabled individuals and if we
have programmes like these with
17,000 students, that means that
every year we nheed somebody in
our nursery getting the trees ready
for distribution. We need a team for
collection. We need a team in our
factories or a nursery,” Francis said.

She added that the organisation
is eagerly welcoming anyone
interested in joining.

Survey finds ‘ 4‘

“widespread

and

concerning

pattern”
of NGO

stigmatisation

survey prepared by the
Expert Council on NGO
Law of the Conference
f INGOs of the Council

of Europe indicates serious
stigmatisation of NGOs across
Europe, based on 55 responses
to a questionnaire by NGOs
operating in 31 Council of Europe
member states[1] plus Russia, as
well as from two international
NGOs. The survey determined
that NGOs working in the areas
of human and minority rights,
as watchdogs (anti-corruption
and investigative journalism)
and for the environment proved
to be particularly subject to
stigmatisation.

Public authorities or high-ranking
politicians from ruling parties
were the most frequently cited
source of stigmatisation, followed
by pro-government media outlets
or those otherwise promoting or
espousing populist and xenophobic
views. Another source came from
certain segments of the public,
including those opposing LGBTIQ+
rights, having unsympathetic views
of asylum seekers and migrants,

Source: https/www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-

and those holding bias against the
Muslim population.

Forms of stigmatisation reported

in the survey include legislative
measures, inadequate legal
protection, media smear
campaigns, physical attacks against
leadership and members of NGOs,
limited access to public funds, and
exclusion from decision-making.
One notable method used against
NGOs is abuse of court proceedings,
including strategic lawsuits against
public participation (so-called
SLAPPs). A trend of long-term
stigmatisation in several countries,
despite a “robust monitoring
mechanism” put into place by
both the Council of Europe and
the European Union, is “particularly
concerning,” according to the
study, which calls for more “robust
engagement and coordinated
efforts” to counter the trend.

However, the study also finds
positive news as NGOs are
confronting stigmatisation
through advocacy, engaging
with domestic and international
stakeholders, reaching out to

independent institutions, and
instigating legal proceedings at
national and European level. While
stigmatisation levels vary from
country to country and are subject
to ongoing developments, the
findings are consistent with and
complementary to those found in
the previous Expert Council studies
on related topics. It is hoped that
the study will shed additional light
to the ongoing stigmatisation of
certain types of NGOs and facilitate
discussion among the stakeholders
in Europe as to the measures best
suited to address or mitigate this
issue.

The study emphasises that the
Heads of State and Government of
Council of Europe member states
at the 2023 Reykjavik Summit
reaffirmed that “civil society is

a prerequisite for a functioning
democracy”. It also noted the
Summit’'s commitment to support
and maintain a “safe and enabling
environment in which civil society,
as well as human rights defenders,
can operate free from hindrance,
insecurity and violence.”

survey-finds-widespread-and-concerning-pattern-of-ngo-stigmatisation
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Arunachal: NGOs spread waste awareness
for World Water Day

The campaign focused on the critical practice of source segregation.

TANAGAR- In observance of
World Water Day, fieldworkers
from the Youth Mission for
Clean River (YMCR) and Abralow
Memorial Multipurpose Society
(AMMS) conducted on a door-
to-door Information Education
and Communication campaign
to educate residents about
the importance of solid waste
management and its impact on
our precious water resources in the
Chandranagar area here Friday.

The campaign focused on
the critical practice of source
segregation. Fieldworkers

explained how separating

waste at the household level

- organics, recyclables, and non-
biodegradables - allows for proper
disposal and maximizes recycling
opportunities.

This not only reduces the

overall waste burden but also
prevents harmful materials from
contaminating waterways.

Residents were also informed about
the benefits of composting wet
waste at home. By diverting organic
materials from landfills, individuals
can create nutrient-rich compost

for their gardens, promoting a more
sustainable waste management
cycle.

The campaign served as a stark
reminder of the dangers of littering
and improper waste disposal.

Fieldworkers emphasized the severe
consequences of dumping waste
into rivers and other water bodies.
This not only pollutes the water
source but also disrupts aquatic
ecosystems.

The IEC campaign is supported
by the Itanagar Smart City
Development Corporation Limited.

Source: https./arunachal?4.in/arunachal-ngos-spread-waste-awareness-for-world-water-day;
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Zimbabwe govt renews attack on NGOs

OVERNMENT has
maintained that
non-governmental
organisations (NGOs)
remain a security threat requiring
tough legislation to oversee their
operations and whip them into line.

Social Welfare minister July
Moyo lashed out at the NGOs
while presenting a paper at the
Zimbabwe National Defence
University last week.

In his paper titled Legitimacy and
Accountability of International
NGO (INGO)/NGO: Implications for
National Security, Moyo accused
the civic groups of trying to effect
regime change.

Pointing out that issues of national
security should always take
precedence over any activities

by the NGOs, Moyo said: “When it
comes to INGO/NGO operating in
the realm of national security, issues
of legitimacy and accountability
become more critical.

“These organisations often

work in sensitive and complex
environments where their actions
can have significant implications for
national security.

“Therefore, it is essential for them
to uphold standards of legitimacy
and accountability to ensure that
they remain credible actors in this
domain observing the objectives of
their registration.”

This comes when the revised Private
Voluntary Organisations (PVO)
Amendment Bill, which seeks to
regulate NGOs, has been brought to
Parliament for debate.

President Emmerson Mnangagwa
last year withheld his assent on the
proposed law after it was passed by
both Houses, arguing that it needed
more fine-tuning.

BulawayolZi

News

Moyo accused NGOs of attempting
to push for regime change in the
country.

“In recent years, a number of NGOs
have been trying to promote regime
change in Zimbabwe under the
guise of promoting democracy,
good governance and human rights.
Zimbabwe prides in its diligent and
robust security systems that have
busted and exposed rogue NGOs,”
he said.

Moyo said NGOs are registered

to compliment the government’s
education, health, social protection,
agriculture and environment
programmes.

“INGOs must have memorandums
of understanding with relevant line
ministries and must be approved
by Cabinet before operation in the
country,” he said.

“NGOs are approved by the Private
Voluntary Organisation Board after
satisfying conditions laid down in
the Act. The board has 23 members,
of which 16 are from civil society
organisations and the remainder
from government.”

Moyo further stated that forcing the
INGOs and NGOs to be accountable
was essential to foster trust

among donors, beneficiaries and
other stakeholders, including the
government.

“In national security, accountability
is about ensuring that agencies and
officials are held responsible for
their actions in safeguarding the

country against various threats,” he
added.

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiCZ)
spokesperson Marvelous Kumalo,
however, said Moyo was offside.

Kumalo argued that NGOs have
done stellar work in their mandates,
including when the country has
been hit by natural disasters.

“For a whole Cabinet minister to
deliver such a misleading statement
that NGOs have pursued a regime
change agenda and played a
destructive role is very unfortunate,”
he said.

“The term NGO is very clear that the
government has nothing to do with
them in terms of ownership and
operations of NGOs.

“Itis only in Zimbabwe and a few
other undemocratic jurisdictions
where we would have a government
concerned with the operations

of NGOs, where the government
would want NGOs to submit reports
and their budgets to them.”

Kumalo said the CiCZ remains
worried about moves by State
actors to push for the amendment
of the PVOs Act.

“The current environment where
the government is pushing for the
PVO Amendment Bill, we became
worried about the intentions of the
government. Government wants

to silence NGOs that are viewed as
critical.”

Last year, the United Nations called
on Mnangagwa hot to consent to
the PVOs Bill, saying this would
severely restrict civic space and the
right to freedom of association in
the southern African nation.

Read more at: Source: https:/
bulawayo24.com/index-id-news-sc-
national-byo-241233. html
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undraising is often the most

challenging aspect of running

a nonprofit. Organizations

that can adopt a self-funding
model and achieve consistent,
predictable revenue are well-poised
to continue their valuable work for
years to come.

To help nonprofit leaders looking to
become self-funded, the members
of Forbes Nonprofit Council share
their tried-and-true tips. From
engaging in market research to
diversifying revenue streams, these
strategies can promote consistency
in revenue and support the ongoing
health of the organization.

1. Seek Out Recurring Donors

Focus on recurring giving. U.S.
nonprofits in particular are woefully
behind in terms of acquiring
supporters that give on a monthly
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[ -

automated basis. A large stable of
recurring donors not only provides
sustainability but also predictability
to revenue. - Tim Kachuriak,
NextAfter

2, Turn Your Experience Into An
Asset

Look inward. Your experience can

be packaged into services that fulfill
a need in the market. It not only
generates income but also broadens
your impact, supporting your core
mission while also ensuring financial
sustainability. For example, we
launched the Big Thought Institute,
a consulting practice that now
accounts for 10% of our revenue.
Turn your organization’s intellectual
capital into a strategic asset. - Byron
Sanders, Big Thought

Forbes Nonprofit Council is an
invitation-only organization for chief

15 Expert Tips To Become A
Self-Funded Nonprofit

executives in successful nonprofit

organizations. Do | qualify?

3. Assess Current And Future
Donor Trends

Ensure that you are evolving your
fundraising strategies around
current donor trends, as well as
future donor expectations or
motivations. Change is the only
constant and that holds true for your
donors. - Cortney Nicolato, United
Way of Rhode Island

4. Engage In Market Research

It's important that the organization
engage in market research and
strategic planning with its board

of directors and leadership team

to best understand their key
opportunities to sustain and diversify
their funding. There’'s no magic
bullet to becoming self-funded,

and it will take good planning and

commitment to create new revenue
sources. - Nicole Suydam, Goodwill
of Orange County

5. Find The Intersection Between
Your Strengths And Market Needs

Look out to identify a market need.
Scan outside your organization
to pinpoint a gap or need in the

market that aligns with your mission.

Look in to identify a marketable
core competency. Recognize what
unique strengths, resources or
expertise your organiztion already
has that can be leveraged to meet
the identified market need. The key
is to find an intersection between
what you are good at and what

the market needs. - Brian Mauvis,
America’s Kids Belong

6. Seek Opportunities To Expand
Reach

Review revenue mix and look for
opportunities to expand earnings
through billable services, state

legislative dollars and federal funding.

Nonprofits should set goals similar
to for-profit businesses in service
offerings and expanding reach to
“customers.” Increasing revenue
generation to cover all operating
expenses will allow you to use
fundraisers for extra special mission
moments. - Christina Potts, LISTEN

conversations with donors and
more strategic decision making. -
Erin Santos-Primis, Isabella Santos
Foundation

9. Develop A Fee-For-Service Line
Of Business

If your bylaws allow it, develop a
fee-for-service line of business. If your
bylaws don’t allow for that, change
your bylaws. Many grants and
contracts are on a reimbursement
basis, leaving your organization
holding the bag. Take control of
your nonprofit’'s destiny and go after
revenue streams with no strings
attached. - Tylor Taylor, Successful
Aging Solutions & Community
Consulting (SASCC)

10. Set Goals For Earned Versus
Contributed Revenue

Few nonprofits are going to get
the majority of their revenue from
earned revenue sources. But it is
helpful to think about the need to
diversify your funding. Set a goal for
earned versus contributed revenue.
Consider government and local
government funding options. Even
in your contributed revenue, look
at your strengths versus areas you
haven’t explored. We need to build
a diversified portfolio. - Matthew
Gayer, Spur Local

7. Diversify Your Revenue Streams

Becoming a self-funded nonprofit
is indeed a challenging goal, but it's
achievable with strategic planning
and execution. One specific step
nonprofit leaders can take to move
towards self-funding is to focus on
developing sustainable revenue
streams through diversified income
sources. - Dr. Ara J. Baghdasarian,
Southern California Medical Center

8. Think About Your Multi-Year
Goals

Think bigger! Move past a goal of
what just sustains your organization
to think about muilti-year goals.

This will then prompt bigger

11. Understand The Basics

Know the basics to identify what you
need. What can you typically count
on, based on the past five years?
Where do you want to be? How

can you get there? Understanding
the basics and having a vision can
provide a roadmap that brings
together operations with aspirations.
Remember that donors, sponsors,
volunteers and stakeholders are
drawn to strong visions. Help them
become the “hero” of an incredible
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gaming opportunities is one way to
self-fund your nonprofit. Year-round
charitable bingo operations are a
sustainable way to have a consistent
revenue stream that supports your
nonprofit. This lessens the impact of a
stand-alone special event fundraiser
that does not meet revenue projections
due to unforeseen circumstances. -
Erin Davison, Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Southwest Louisiana

13. Focus On Program Sustainability

Nonprofits are still businesses, and
like all businesses, one must focus on
sustainability. Before beginning any
program or service, devise a plan to
financially sustain it. The plan might
include selling an item or product
made by program participants, or
running a store, cafe or business of
some kind, in addition to traditional
fundraising avenues. - Kimberly Lewis,
Goodwill Industries of East Texas, Inc.

14. Look Beyond Unrestricted Gifts

A dedicated funding stream means
relying on more than just unrestricted
gifts. That means looking at fee-for-
service initiatives, partnerships and
licensing of current assets. More than
10% of my current operating budget
comes from licensing fees for our
intellectual property, and that line item
continues to grow. We all need to think
creatively, learn from other sectors

and focus on smart revenue. - Patrick
Riccards, Driving Force Institute

15. Nurture Donor Relationships

Charitable giving is sustainable

when relationships with donors are
nurtured. After all, giving grows in
America almost every year. Instead of
chasing “self-funding” dreams that lie
outside of the nonprofit’s mission and
expertise, double down on the people,
systems, technology and culture that
attract loyal donors to your cause. -
Laura MacDonald, Benefactor Group

story. - Aaron Alejandro, Texas FFA
Foundation

12. Leverage Ongoing Charitable
Gaming Operations

Accessing your state’s charitable

Source: https:/www.forbes.com/sites,
forbesnonprofitcouncil/2024/03/21/15-
expert-tips-to-become-a-self-funded-
nonprofit/?sh=330344831834
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Insurance challenges mounting for organizations

Gia Snape

on-governmental

organizations (NGOs)

carrying out vital aid

and development work
in conflict zones worldwide face
multiple risks and insurance
challenges.

At least one expert has warned
that these organizations now

face increasingly limited avenues
for financial safeguarding as
insurers retreat from the market or
drastically restrict coverage.

According to Mike Kelly (pictured),
senior partner and head of the
international practice at BRP
Group, heightened losses of life
and property damage due to
armed conflict in recent years
have left insurance providers with
unsustainable payout ratios.

As a result, organizations are
often left with fewer options and
exorbitant premiums for war risk
coverage, which is essential for
safeguarding personnel in volatile
environments.

“Insurers are paying out a lot more
in claims than they're collecting

in premium, and therefore many

of them want to either pull out

of a market entirely or restrict

the amount of coverage they are
willing to offer,” Kelly told Insurance
Business.

“As you can imagine, there were not
many insurers before the conflict
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began in Ukraine over two years
ago. A continued retraction in that
market has led to fewer players
with curtailed coverage, making
the general offer of insurance much
more difficult.”

Aid organizations face
shrinking insurance
options

Kelly's expertise in international risk
management stems from over a
decade of experience in establishing
a formal practice for international
development organizations and
NGOs.

BRP’s practice focuses on
addressing the extreme need

for international travel risk
management, particularly in
safeguarding personnel and
implementing programs funded by
foreign governments and private
philanthropy.

Kelly stressed that the challenges
organizations face in obtaining

insurance for personnel operating
in conflict zones are multifaceted.

“Most organizations have some
form of contractual obligation from
their funder to offer some level of
insurance to protect staff, travellers,
etc. That can be a disabling factor
for some that they can’t procure the
appropriate coverage,” he said.

“On top of that, there’s war risk
coverage, which is optional
coverage that pays for losses
directly resulting from any sort of
armed conflict.”

Despite war risk insurance being
optional, the vast majority of NGOs
still want some level of coverage.

“The problem is this coverage is
extremely expensive,” Kelly said. “I'm
talking multiples of factors higher
than their baseline premiums.

We are increasingly working with
organizations saying, ‘Do you really
want to spend all that money on
more risk insurance? Can we find a
way to self-insure this?”

‘The community by and large is
struggling with the costs, which takes
a big chunk of their programme
budget away and reduces the impact
that they can make.”

‘Predictable’ versus
‘unpredictable’ warfare?
The difference between
risks in Ukraine and Gaza

Conflicts in regions like Gaza also
pose unique challenges due to their
unpredictable nature.

Drawing insights from his
interactions with insurers, Kelly

said he observed variations in war
risk insurance pricing in Ukraine
compared to Israel and Gaza.

“Insurers view the risk in Gaza
as much more uncertain and

less predictable than in Ukraine,” he
explained.

“An organization in the far west of
Ukraine, simply getting aid into the
country, will have an extremely low

war risk. Some of our forward-thinking
insurers have said, ‘Well, if you were in
Kyiv or east, we're going to charge one
rate for war risk; pretty much anywhere
else, the further west you get, we’ll charge
a much lower rate for war risk.’

“Unfortunately, that is not the case in
Gaza at all, where there’s a real shortage
of insurers in war risk. Premiums are
extremely high.”

Risk mitigation and
planning ‘imperative’ for
NGOs

In light of these challenges, aid
organizations are compelled to adopt
robust risk mitigation strategies to
reassure insurers of their preparedness to
navigate hazardous environments.

One key consideration for organizations
operating in conflict zones is meeting
their duty of care obligations.

Kelly underscored the importance of
providing insurers with comprehensive
information on security measures, travel
itineraries, and crisis management plans
to mitigate risks effectively.

By demonstrating a proactive approach
to risk mitigation, organizations can
enhance their prospects of securing
coverage on favorable terms.

“Insurers want to know what your
organization is doing to safeguard and
prepare these individuals as they travel to
and around [conflict zones],” said Kelly.

“When you're able to get into granular and
specific detail as to how individuals and
property will be safeguarded, you'll find
that not only will you have more offers for
coverage, but the terms, conditions, and
pricing will be much better.”

Source: https:;/www.insurancebusinessmag.
com/us/news/non-profits/climbing-premiums-
shrinking-coverage-are-ngos-increasingly-
vulnerable-482017.aspx

BRAC’s Ultra-
Poor CGraduation
Initiative (UPGI)

Lindsay Coates

s Managing Director of BRAC's Ultra-Poor
Graduation Initiative (UPGI), Lindsay leads
BRAC's efforts to eradicate extreme poverty
through a focus on the world’s poorest people.
Lindsay and her team work to realize SDG 1 and for the
uptake of the Graduation approach by policymakers,
development finance agencies, national governments,
non-governmental organizations, and microfinance
institutions. The Graduation approach, developed by
BRAC, has been proven to break the poverty trap by
addressing the multi-dimensional challenges that ultra-
poor households face. After typically two years in the
program, ultra-poor families transform their lives: they
have a steady income, savings and skills, nourished
children that attend school, a support network of peers
and neighbors, and confidence in their ability to build a
better life for their families. Thus far, UPGI has worked in
thirteen countries implementing Graduation programs
as well as various large-scale NGO partners operating
globally. Lindsay is a sought-after writer and speaker for
a range of topics such as sustainable development, social
protection, innovation and inclusive economies.

Before joining BRAC, Lindsay was the president of
InterAction, where she oversaw management, advocacy
and outreach. She served on the Obama administration’s
Task Force on Global Poverty, the steering committee

of the World Bank Global Partnership for Social
Accountability, the executive committee for Modernizing
Foreign Assistance Network, and the boards of Episcopal
Relief and Development, United States Global Leadership
Coalition, and Development Gateway. Lindsay began

her career practicing civil rights law in various capacities
including private practice and in government. She is a
magna cum laude graduate of the University of the South
(Sewanee) and the University of Mississippi School of Law
and attended the London School of Economics.

Source: https./blogs.worldbank.org/en/team/l/lindsay-coates
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UNESCO official warns of dire
consequences amid dwindling

funds for local NGOs

he Head of Education

at UNESCO Ghana, Mr.

Prosper Nyavor, has raised

concerns about dwindling
funding opportunities for local non-
governmental organizations (NGOs),
warning of serious repercussions for
the sustainability of development
interventions across Ghana.

Speaking at the launch of the 15th
anniversary of Savana Signatures,
Mr Nyavor emphasised the crucial
role played by local NGOs in
empowering poor and marginalised
people and communities,
particularly those in remote areas.

He highlighted the sacrifices made
by these local actors and stressed
that the declining financial support
now poses a significant threat to
the continuity of their impactful
initiatives.

He attributed the reduction in
funding opportunities to Ghana's
lower middle-income status and
the ‘Ghana Beyond Aid’ agenda.

“Ghana’s lower middle-income
status and the Ghana Beyond

Aid mantra has led to significant
reduction in funding opportunities
for local NGOs, especially for

interventions that seek to deliver
essential services as well as relief
work in general,” he stated.

He observed many of the
interventions by these organisations
have led to development of good
models and practices that need

to be replicated or scaled up in
many communities, but the current
financial constraints jeopardize
their ability to sustain these positive
outcomes.

In his keynote address themed
‘Transforming Lives and
Empowering Futures - The
Impact of Local NGOs’, Dr Nyavor
underscored the need for
government collaboration with
local NGOs, particularly in the
implementation of key national
programmes such as Ghana’s
IMF programme and the Ghana
Partnership for Education.

He argued that local NGOs serve
as pivotal agents of change in rural
and peri-urban areas, citing their
proven track record in effecting
meaningful transformations and
empowering individuals and
communities for a brighter future.

Started as a computer training
centre in Savelugu, Savana
Signatures has evolved over 15 years
to leverage innovative ICT solutions
for behaviour change among youth,
women, and vulnerable groups
across multiple sectors.

The 15th anniversary is being
marked on the theme:
‘Transforming Lives, Empowering
Futures: A 15-Year Journey of
Innovation and Impact’.

Executive Director of Savana
Signatures Dr. Stephen Agbenyo
highlighted the organisation’s
pioneering initiatives in ICT for
development, including ICT for Girls,
Tech Girls and quiz competitions

Source: https:/3news.com/news/unesco-official-warns-of-
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intentions and practical
implementation.

which significantly promoted ICT
education in northern Ghana.

He called for enhanced stakeholder
engagement and transparency to
seen the growth of the ensure alignment between policy

landscape, we took the directives and on-the-ground
decision 10 years ago to realities.

put less emphasis on the
technological tools and
rather focus on how the
tools could be leveraged
to leapfrog development
across various sectors.
We chose for ourselves
and placed emphasis on
Education, Health and
Economic Empowerment
or what others would call
livelihoods,” he said.

“Having championed and

Expressing gratitude to
stakeholders for their unwavering
support, Dr. Agbenyon
acknowledged the collective
effort that has sustained Savana
Signatures’ mission over the years.

Meanwhile, a new three-storey
office building was unveiled and

a conference room within the
building posthumously named after
a former Northern Regional Director

of the Population Council,
Touching on developments in ICT Chief Alhassan

education in Ghana, Dr Agbenyo Issahaku
said it was unfortunate that o

Amadu, who

there is currently a disconnect supported
between policy and practice, the work
noting that a simple review of Savana
of the 2008 and 2015 ICT in Signatures
Education Policy has dragged. over the
years.

“We are in 2024, in an era of Al
and yet we are yet to conclude a
review of a 2008 and 2015
policy,” he said, adding:
“We believe that this
is taking too long”.

He thus urged
the government
to expedite the
review process
to bridge the
gap between

policy

dire-consequences-amid-dwindling-funds-for-local-ngos,
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Why charities focused on
the money, not the mission,
should listen up

Leaders of nonprofits who are overly focused on financial health
may be failing to implement organizational changes needed to
thrive, according to a Rutgers study

onprofit organizations

(NPOs) have distinct

identities: Some are more

motivated by mission,
others by money.

Now, new research from Rutgers
finds these preferences can affect
an NPO’s identity, particularly how
receptive it is to feedback.

“For an organization whose
utilitarian identity is dominant, in
that it emphasizes budgets and
the bottom line, leaders might
have the intention to listen to
ideas but not necessarily to act
on them,” said J. Sophia Fu, an
assistant professor at the Rutgers
School of Communication and
Information and lead author of
the study published in the journal
Communication Research.

“By contrast, normative or mission
driven NPOs not only have the
intention but often the desire to
build a culture to actualize the
suggestions they receive,” Fu said.

Organizational listening is

the practice of soliciting and
implementing input from
stakeholders - such as employees,
donors, board members and
volunteers - when making policies
or decisions that shape the
direction of a charity. Good listening
practices, Fu added, involve both

learning stakeholders’ needs
through dialog and demonstrating
a willingness to act on what is
learned.

Despite the value in organizational
listening, past research has

shown that NPOs tend to listen
infrequently and poorly.

To help understand why, Fu and
colleagues conducted a mixed-
method national study drawing on
Internal Revenue Service data for
medium-sized and large nonprofit
organizations in the United States.
In the first phase, 122 NPOs from
36 states completed surveys
related to their organizational
listening practices. Nonprofit
sectors included education, arts
and culture, environment, human
services and health. Survey
questions focused on listening
motivation, culture, and information
collection, analysis and integration.

During the second phase, virtual
interviews were conducted with
leaders from 38 of the NPOs.
Questions were designed to
understand how participants’ views
on organizational listening related
to NPO identities and shaped
organizational changes.

Based on the responses, utilitarian
and normative identity scores were
calculated for each NPO. These two

Source: https./www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/1038464
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values were further evaluated to
assess how likely an organization
was to implement organizational
listening results.

Fu and colleagues found that

NPOs with a stronger utilitarian
identity generally acknowledged
the importance of listening, but the
recommendations usually weren’t
implemented because decisions
were often made through a top-
down process to address bottom-
line needs.

By contrast, NPOs with a stronger
normative identity made decisions
about their programs or services
primarily based on stakeholder
inputs and interests, even if they
knew doing so wouldn't directly
contribute to their financial health.

Nonprofit organizations are
multidimensional and manage
dual identities composed of
contradictory elements, said Fu.
But these values don’t have to be
mutually exclusive.

“NPOs are the motors of

progress and social change, and
organizational innovation is the
driver of broader societal progress,
said Fu. “For any leader of an NPO,
you can’t only focus on social
impact - you must invest efforts in
your financial health. Fortunately,
the two identities can be mutually
reinforcing and synergistic.”

”

700 non-government organizations
liquidated in Tajikistan over an
18-month period

ajikistan must reconsider
its attitudes towards civil
society and view human

rights defenders as allies

instead of enemies, a UN expert said

on March 8 after the dissolution
of 700 non-governmental

organizations (NGOs) in the country.

In November 2023, the Tajik
Minister of Justice announced that
700 NGOs had been liquidated in
Tajikistan over an 18-month period.

“The dissolution of human rights
NGOs signals a deteriorating
environment for civil society and
human rights defense in Tajikistan,”
said Mary Lawlor, UN Special
Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights defenders.

“Human rights defenders
working on so-called
sensitive issues, including
freedom from torture,

the right to housing

and compensation for
requisitioned land, minority
rights, freedom of belief
and good governance,
political rights, and
particularly the right to free
and fair elections have been
reportedly subjected to
threats and intimidation,”
the Special Rapporteur said.

“Some of those NGOs had been

in operation for over 20 years,”

the UN expert continued. “This
decision also affects those working
on early intervention on disability

issues, expanding access to
education, supporting victims of
domestic violence, protecting the
environment and promoting public
access to land.”

Some organizations were
reportedly forced to close following
unrest in the Gorno-Badakhshan
Autonomous Region (GBAO)in
2022.

Official statistics show that after
these events, the courts ordered
many public organizations to

shut down while several other
organizations self-dissolved. It

is reported that in GBAO, of 300
registered organizations in early
2022, only around 10% can continue
operating.

Several NGOs decided to self-
dissolve after their directors
were repeatedly summoned to
the Department of Justice or
local executive authorities. They
were then reportedly placed
under pressure or coerced into

shutting down their organizations
‘voluntarily.’

“Interfering with the activities of
NGOs and forcing civil society
organizations to cease activities will
have a serious knock-on impact on
a whole range of human rights in
Tajikistan,” said Ms. Lawlor. “I call
on the government to reverse these
closures.”

Ms. Mary Lawlor is the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights defenders.

The UN Special Rapporteurs are
part of what is known as the Special
Procedures of the Human Rights
Council. Special Procedures,

the largest body of independent
experts in the UN Human Rights
system, is the general name of the
Council’s independent fact-finding
and monitoring mechanisms that
address either specific country
situations or thematic issues in all
parts of the world.

Source: https./asiaplustj.info/en/news/tajikistan/society/20240320/700-non-government-organizations-liquidated-in-tajikistan-

over-an-18-month-period

23



https://comminfo.rutgers.edu/fu-j-sophia-0
https://comminfo.rutgers.edu/
https://comminfo.rutgers.edu/
https://comminfo.rutgers.edu/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00936502241227380
https://asiaplustj.info/en/news/tajikistan/society/20240320/700-non-government-organizations-liquidated-in-tajikistan-over-an-18-month-period
https://asiaplustj.info/en/news/tajikistan/society/20240320/700-non-government-organizations-liquidated-in-tajikistan-over-an-18-month-period
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/1038464

NGO Declaration on the Future
of Nuclear Energy

n March 21, 2024,
government leaders and
representatives from
nuclear industry and
non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) are gathering in Brussels for
the International Atomic Energy
Agency and Belgian government’s
Nuclear Energy Summit, the world'’s
highest-level meeting on nuclear
energy. At this critical juncture
for action on climate change and
energy security, 20 NGOs from
around the globe jointly call for the
efficient and responsible expansion
of nuclear energy and advance six
key principles for doing so.

Nuclear energy is a uniquely
valuable clean energy source

that can play a key role in
supporting deep decarbonization,
energy security, and economic
development.

We congratulate the International
Atomic Energy Agency and
Belgium for convening the first-
ever Nuclear Energy Summit at the
head-of-state level. This summit

is a critical opportunity to sustain
the momentum of COP28, building
on the notable commitment that
25 countries have already made to

D4
B

triple nuclear energy by 2050 and
underscoring the importance of
leader-level engagement on nuclear
issues.

Consistent and coordinated
leadership from government,
industry, and financial institutions
will be required for a successful
global approach to expanding
nuclear energy. To that end, we
applaud the government and
industry declarations issued as part
of the Nuclear Energy Summit.

In addition, non-governmental
organizations and other civil society
stakeholders can play a critical role
in supporting efforts to expand
nuclear energy safely and securely.

To meet the urgency of the
moment, we must expand nuclear
energy at an unprecedented
pace—but speed cannot come at
the price of safety and security.
We have a shared responsibility to
pioneer affordable and abundant
clean energy globally without
elevating security risks. To scale
nuclear power, we encourage all
stakeholders to consider:

Pooling resources, when possible,
to generate large orderbooks

of specific designs and thereby
stimulate upstream investment and
share risks;

Implementing policies and sending
clear signals that support sustained
at-scale nuclear energy investment
as part of broader clean energy,
energy security, and economic
development planning;

Developing and maintaining strong,
independent regulatory capabilities
while forging international
partnerships that benefit from best
practices;

Expanding opportunities for
international collaboration to
develop a strong workforce and
talent pipeline;

Avoiding technologies that can
exacerbate security concerns and
commit to the highest standards for
safeguards;

Planning proactively for the
responsible management of spent
fuel.

Source: https/www.nti.org/analysis,
articles/ngo-declaration-on-the-future-
of-nuclear-energy

Turkish NGO raises awareness on Israel’s

Caza massacre in New York

As part of the International Civil Support for Palestinian Women event
in New York, KADEM brought attention to Israel’s brutal attacks and the
honourable resistance of women in Gaza through an interactive installation.

he Women and Democracy

Foundation (KADEM)

has drawn attention to

the Israeli massacre in
Palestine’s Gaza in the heart of New
York, Times Square.

Istanbul-based foundation

raised the “voices of courageous
Palestinian women”, shouting out
to the world from Times Square, the
us.

As part of the International Civil
Support for Palestinian Women
event in New York, KADEM brought
attention to Israel’s brutal attacks
and the honourable resistance

of women in Gaza through an
interactive installation.

Organising a series of programs

at the United Nations for March,
which includes International
Women'’s Day, KADEM held a press
conference and event in Times
Square, New York, with wide
participation. The press conference
in the square was delivered by
KADEM Board Chairman Saliha
Okur Gumrukcuoglu.

In her press statement,
Gumrukcuoglu said, “Even
oppression progresses unjustly
for women. More than 9,000
Palestinian women are no longer
with us. What's even more painful
is that what is happening is not
new for Palestinian women or the
thousands of women trapped in
other war and conflict zones.”

“Palestinian women have long been
subjected to a systematic genocide,

beyond violence, in an area turned
into the world’s largest death camp,
for generations,” she added.

Drawing attention to the ongoing
brutal attacks in Gaza since October
7. KADEM President Gumrukcuoglu
said, “Yes, we are in the horror of
witnessing great destruction as the
world.”

She also highlighted the tragic
reality of newborns dying from
starvation amidst the ongoing
conflict. She underscored that the
impact of the bombings extends
beyond physical destruction,
reaching into the core of humanity’s

shared values crafted over millennia.

Despite the bleakness,
Gumrukcuoglu found a glimmer
of hope in the global community’s
united condemnation of the
attacks. She pointed to the
widespread protests spanning the

globe as a testament to the innate
desire for peace among all peoples,
illuminating them as the true
bearers of enlightenment.

The event featured scarves in the
colours of the Palestinian flag
hanging from poles, symbolising
the women killed in Gaza.

The Palestinian flag made with
tatreez, a traditional Palestinian
handicraft, on the poles where the
scarves were tied, emphasised the
resistance of Palestinian women.

In addition to many residents of
New York, tourists visiting Times
Square, Orthodox Jews known

for their stance against Israeli
massacres, Neturei Karta Rabbi
Yisroel Dovid Weiss, and Turkish
NGO representatives and politicians
in New York for meetings of the

UN Commission on the Status of
Women attended the organisation.

Source: https:/www.trtworld.com/turkiye/turkish-ngo-raises-awareness-on-israels-gaza-massacre-in-new-york-17368997
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UALA LUMPUR - A total of

480 food boxes donated by

the Malaysian public will

be airdropped to northern
Gaza, using a Royal Jordanian Air
Force C130 cargo plane soon.

This mission marks the first
involvement of a Malaysian non-
governmental organisation (NGO),
Karisma Humanitarian Outreach
Mission (KHOM), in collaboration
with Jordan Hashemite Charity
Organisation (JHCO), Childcare
Charity Association (CCCA), and the
Royal Jordanian Air Force.

KHOM missions director, Nik Marina
Hussin said that the “‘Emergency
Airdrop Operation Gaza” is the

only option available to assist the
residents of northern Gaza who are
facing starvation due to the closure
of all entry points by the Israeli
military.

KHOM, first =
Malaysian NGO
to send aid to
northern Gaza
via airdrop

“This is the latest humanitarian
step by KHOM in its aid mission
to Palestine through the airdrop
initiative initiated by the Royal
Jordanian Air Force to assist
around 300,000 Palestinians who
have been cut off from any supply
sources,” she told Bernama.

Nik Marina said that apart from food
aid, 200 boxes of personal hygiene
kits will also be sent via trucks
through land routes in the southern
part of Gaza.

“We have been informed that the
aid is expected to arrive in northern
Gaza within this week, following the
coordination process required by
the military besides adhering to the
delivery schedule,” she said.

Nik Marina, who is currently in
Amman, said that they are also
monitoring the packaging work

at the warehouse located in Zarqa
before handing over to JHCO
representatives and subsequently to
the Royal Jordanian Air Force.

She said that KHOM's initiative is
hoped will pave the way for more
Malaysian NGOs to gain access to
deliver aid to northern Gaza.

“We welcome any parties to
collaborate with KHOM to send aid
to northern Gaza, which is urgently
needed at the moment,” she said.

This airdrop operation marks the
14th phase of KHOM's campaign in
aiding Palestine since the October
war on Gaza last year.

KHOM, a registered NGO, is actively
carrying out humanitarian missions
in six countries including Jordan,
Syria, and Palestine, among others,
to aid refugees and victims of war. -
BERNAMA

Source: https./www.sinardaily.my/article/216585/focus/national/khom-first-malaysian-ngo-to-send-aid-to-northern-gaza-via-

airdrop
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Govt’s poverty eradication claim
doesn’t reflect reality, says NGO

Laili Ismail of Pertiwi Soup Kitchen says the number of people in need has
increased since the Covid-19 pandemic.

ETALING JAYA: An NGO

leader has questioned the

prime minister’'s declaration

that extreme poverty has
been eradicated in Kuala Lumpur,
saying the results of a recent census
appear to show otherwise.

Laili Ismail, deputy president of
Pertiwi Soup Kitchen, said Anwar
Ibrahim’s claim “came as a shock” to
social workers close to the homeless
and members of the B40 income
bracket.

She said the soup kitchen had
conducted a census together with
Kuala Lumpur City Hall and the
social welfare department, with the
help of the police.

“In central Kuala Lumpur alone, we
found around 200 people living on
the streets within a 300m radius,”
she told FMT.

She said the NGO had also

noted an increase of roughly

10% in beneficiaries since the
Covid-19 pandemic, with a shift
from a predominantly younger
demographic during the lockdown
to a more elderly one at present.

“At this distribution centre (in
Medan Tuanku), we serve around
1,000 meals per week. At the Chow
Kit centre, we serve 2,000 meals per
week,” she said.

Anwar, at a Chinese New Year
celebration at the Associated
Chinese Chambers of Commerce
and Industry of Malaysia in Kuala
Lumpur, had commended the
“100% success” in eradicating

hardcore poverty in Kuala Lumpur,
Melaka, and Negeri Sembilan.

Economist Goh Lim Thye of
Universiti Malaya said the prime
minister's comment was based

on the most recent data from the
statistics department’s Household
Income and Basic Amenities
Survey 2022, which pointed to the
successful eradication of hardcore
poverty in Selangor, Kuala Lumpur,
Labuan, and Putrajaya.

Hardcore poverty,

as defined by the
survey, refers to
households earning
a monthly income of
RM1,169 or below.

However, Goh
emphasised the
importance of
considering the
methodology of
data collection, suggesting that the
department collaborate with NGOs
such as food banks to ensure the
inclusion of those underrepresented
in surveys.

“The current figures primarily
include households that were
accessible for interviews or surveys.

“This approach may not fully
capture the extent of homelessness
or those living in remote rural areas,
potentially underestimating the
true scope of hardcore poverty,” he
said.

Goh added that while government
efforts to alleviate poverty have
provided temporary relief,

programmes that integrate
social, economic, and educational
interventions offer a more holistic
solution.

“The Productive Safety Net
Programme in Ethiopia offers food
and cash transfers to the poor in
return for their involvement in
public works projects,” he said.

“These programmes aim to improve
infrastructure and agricultural

productivity, addressing immediate
food security concerns while
enhancing long-term resilience and
productivity.

“In Brazil and Mexico, programmes
provide cash payments to poor
families upon the fulfilment of
certain conditions, such as ensuring
that their children attend school
and receive vaccinations.

“These programmes aim to alleviate
immediate poverty while investing
in the health and education of
future generations, breaking the
cycle of poverty.”

Source: https./www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2024/03/22/govts-poverty-eradication-claim-doesnt-reflect-reality-

SQys-ngo/
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First Horizon Foundation
Celebrates the Company’s
160th Anniversary with $1.6
Million in Donations

First Horizon Foundation Launches Grants for Good, Awarding $10,000 to 160
Nonprofits Advancing Community Development

EMPHIS, Tenn., March 25,
2024 /PRNewswire/ -- In
honor of First Horizon
Corp.’s 160th anniversary,
First Horizon Foundation today
announced the Grants for Good
campaign, providing $1.6 million
to non-profit organizations within
the company’s footprint. First.
Horizon Foundation will award
160 grants of $10,000 each to
nonprofit organizations dedicated
to strengthening the communities
it serves.

“As we commemorate 160 years
of excellence, the Grants for Good
campaign underscores our long-
term commitment and ongoing
dedication to strengthening our
communities,” said First Horizon
Corp. Chairman, President and Chief
Executive Officer Bryan Jordan.
“We are honored to collaborate
with organizations committed to
uplifting those in need, fostering
sustainable growth and fortifying
resilience through impactful
programs that strengthen the
financial health and well-being of
our beloved communities.”

Grants for Good is open to any
501(c)(3) organization eligible to
receive funding from First Horizon

Pa FIRSTHORIZON.

Foundation. Nonprofits can apply
through the First Horizon website
and only one application per
nonprofit organization is permitted.
Photos are encouraged with
submissions. Winners will be chosen
by a panel of judges composed of
First Horizon associates. Applications
will be accepted from March 25 to
April 30, 2024, and award recipients
will be announced in June.

For more information and to apply
for Grants for Good, please visit
www.firsthorizonfoundation.com/

grantsforgood.

About First Horizon
Foundation

First Horizon Foundation is the
private charitable foundation of
First Horizon Corporation. Founded
in 1993, the Foundation has
donated more than $150 million

to meet community needs. Grants
from the Foundation support the
following impact areas: Arts &
Culture, Education & Leadership,
Environment, Financial Literacy,
and Health & Human Services. More

information is available at www.
firsthorizonfoundation.com.

About First Horizon

First Horizon Corp. (NYSE: FHN),
with $81.7 billion in assets as of
December 31, 2023, is a leading
regional financial services company,
dedicated to helping our clients,
communities and associates unlock
their full potential with capital

and counsel. Headquartered

in Memphis, TN, the banking
subsidiary First Horizon Bank
operates in 12 states across the
southern U.S.The Company and

its subsidiaries offer commercial,
private banking, consumer,

small business, wealth and trust
management, retail brokerage,
capital markets, fixed income, and
mortgage banking services. First
Horizon has been recognized as one
of the nation’s best employers by
Fortune and Forbes magazines and
a Top 10 Most Reputable U.S. Bank.
More information is available at
www.firsthorizon.com.

Source: https./markets.ft.com/data/announce/detail?dockey=600-202403251000PR_NEWS _USPRX CL6908I1-1
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he most non-transparent,
if any sector exists in
Georgia, is the so-called
non-governmental sector -
we promise the public that despite
this ambiguity, non-transparency,
we will do everything so that
such organizations do not create
a problem for the stability of our
country, - Prime Minister of Georgia
Irakli Kobakhidze told journalists
about the financing of non-
governmental organizations.

According to him, it is a very serious
problem that the Georgian society
does not know anything about
who finances nhon-governmental
organizations and for what.

“The most non-transparent, if
any sector exists in Georgia, is
the so-called non-governmental

sector. Their financing, their costs
are absolutely non-transparent.
Georgian society does not know
anything about who finances
these organizations and for what
purpose. This information is very
limited, which is naturally a serious
problem. Despite this problem, we
manage to provide the public with
information about who represents
the interests of the Georgian
people and who represents other
interests. In addition, there were

a number of very disturbing facts
when even extremist organizations
were financed from foreign
sources. It was, for example, the
financing of the Franklin Club, etc.
All this is worrying, however, we
promise the public that despite
this ambiguity, non-transparency,
we will do everything so that

such organizations do not create
a problem for the stability of our
country”, said Irakli Kobakhidze.

According to him, “when a donor
finances a certain organization, he
must take full responsibility for any
activities and statements of the
relevant organization, and this is the
correct standard.”

“When specific donors do not
separate themselves from the
statements of the organizations
funded by them, it is very sad,
although even in these conditions
the pubilic is properly informed
and everything will be done in the
future to ensure that our interests
are properly protected. Despite the
ambiguity, our state interests will
not face any problems”, said Irakli
Kobakhidze.

Source: https/www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/130410-irakli-kobakhidze-the-most-non-transparent-if-any-sector-exists-in-

georgia-is-the-so-called-non-governmental-sector-we-promise-the-public-that-such-organizations-do-not-create-a-problem-

for-the-stability-of-our-country;
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FREE ENTRY

FOR CHARITIES

SUBMISSIONS OPEN

The Global Procurement & Supply Chain Awards hosted at P&SC LIVE London
Sept 2024 welcomes charities and NGOs to submit for FREE

l Georgia Wilson

aunching in 2024, The Global

Procurement & Supply

Chain Awards will debut at

Procurement & Supply Chain
LIVE London on 10 September.
Entries are open now! Register your
business or charity for a chance
to win accolades at the inaugural
event in London, featuring industry
thought leaders as judges.

The comprehensive programme
will acknowledge companies,
professionals and projects that
have demonstrated exceptional
performance, innovation and
strategic thinking - entries are open
now. The awards aim to celebrate
the best companies, professionals
and projects in procurement and
supply chain, and offer free entry for
charities and NGOs

Are you a registered charity or
NGO leading the charge with your
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procurement and supply chain
strategy? For more details on
securing your charity discount, please

reach out to [email protected

The Global Procurement & Supply
Chain Awards will highlight the
following categories:

Procurement Transformation
Award

Supply Chain Innovation Award
Future Leader Award
Digital Supply Chain Award

Supply Chain Sustainability
Award

Executive of the Year Award
Global Logistics Award
Procurement Technology Award
Project of the Year Award
Supplier Diversity Award

Procurement Consultancy
Award

Lifetime of Achievement Award

For those entering the awards that are
not charities or NGOs, you will need

to register and pay the registration
fee, which will give you access to the
official submission form to enter as
many categories as you like, plus FREE
two-day tickets to Procurement &
Supply Chain LIVE London.

How to enter

Once you have decided which
categories best align with your
business, executive or project, you
will need to create a submission form
for each category you enter.

Submission can be in written form or
video and should answer the criteria
points for each category. Once
complete submission can only be
accepted via the official submission
form which you can now access.

Once the submissions close in May
2024, our expert panel of judges will
get to work.

To enter The Global Procurement &
Supply Chain Awards, click here.
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MEET THE JUDGES

24TH SEPTEMBER

BUSINESS DESIGN CEMTRE, LONDON

Meet the judges

Bringing expertise from a wide range of different companies and disciplines, these five thought leaders will tirelessly
go through the awards entries to highlight the real leaders in procurement and supply chain today.

Jim Townsend, Former
CPO at Walgreens Boots
Alliance

A senior procurement leader

of more than 30 years, Jim
Townsend is experienced in retail,
healthcare, materials, aerospace
and manufacturing industries,
Townsend is the former CPO of
Walgreens Boots Alliance and his
expertise lies in transformation and
performance turnaround.

Ninian Wilson, CEO of
Vodafone Procurement

Leading the supply chain
organisation within Vodafone Plc,
Ninian Wilson is accountable for

all technology procurement and
indirect spend, supporting all 26
Vodafone operating companies, and
is a board member.

With a career spanning over
30 years, Wilson has seen the
Procurement industry evolve from

the back office to the forefront of
business success.

Alisa Bornstein, CPO at
Visa Europe

A recognised industry leader, Alisa
Bornstein is business-focused with
more than 30 years of experience in
multicultural leadership and driving
change in complex, mature, and
emerging markets, as well as large-
scale matrix organisations.

Bornstein is passionate about
leadership, transformation, ESG
in the supply chain, and elevating
procurement to its highest level.
She is the current CPO of Visa
Europe.

Benn Godfrey,

Vice President of
Procurement at Rolls-
Royce

An expert in procurement,
operations, and supply chain, Benn

Godfrey has diverse experience
working with multi-billion dollar
digital sourcing events, leading
cost-out control towers, managing
the biggest supplier relationships
in aerospace, responding to

acute crises and improving large
operational supply chains through
lean production systems.

Godfrey is currently Vice President
of Procurement at Rolls-Royce.

Daniel Weise, Managing
Director and Senior
Partner at BCG

A core member of BCG’s operations,
Daniel Weise joined the firm in
2003 and has advised on more
than 100 industrial goods, energy,
consumer goods and public sector
projects. His focus lies in getting
the maximum value from suppliers,
particularly regarding post-merger
integration, restructuring, and
transformation.
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St. David’s Foundation partners with
local nonprofits to address cycle of
poverty, offer job training programs

ccess to high-quality jobs
are a critical part of strong
communities, and with
support from St. David'’s
Foundation, Bastrop County Cares
and SWTC Rural Training Center
are helping to address the cycle of
poverty with innovative ideas and
evidence-based solutions.

Bastrop County Cares

Bastrop County Cares is a county-
wide partnership of public,
private, faith-based, and nonprofit
organizations, institutions, and
individuals that identifies and
strengthens the social, health,
educational, and economic
opportunities in Bastrop County.

Through its Bastrop County
Accountable Communities for

Health coalition, Executive Director
Norma Mercado shared how

the nonprofit has been hosting
community conversations, known
in Spanish as platicas. These
communal conversations provide

a safe space for residents to share
about the needs of the community.

“My experience working in
community engagement
is that communities and
families usually have the
solutions to the problem,
they just don’t always
know or have access to
the resources [available to
them],” Mercado said.

By investing in these conversations,
Bastrop County Cares is reinforcing
its commitment to community well-
being and establishing a framework
that empowers residents to actively
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participate in shaping a positive and
resilient future for their community.
The coalition’s goal is to provide
support to these communities based
on the resources they need to create
solutions to some of the barriers and
challenges they're facing.

Mercado noted that tapping into
organizations where families are
already connected such as schools
and faith centers is an effective
way to meet community members
where they are in a trusted space.
Bastrop County Cares is partnering
with four different rural school
districts where area nonprofits can
connect families to the essential
community resources. For example,
the organization will bring its
mobile well-being and recreation
unit, the Bastrop County Care-A-
Van, to these platicas to promote
fun recreational opportunities,
intergenerational activities, and
critical resources that improve the
health and wellness of everyone in
the community.

Bastrop County Cares will also
partner with programs like WIC,
the Smithville Workforce Training
Center, and Community Action, as
well as community health workers,
to offer information and access to
resources and services such as free
mammograms, pregnancy-related
services, and employment training
to anyone who needs them.

The goal, Mercado said, is to
eventually facilitate platicas via the
Care-A-Van two to three times a week
throughout the county, focusing on
the communities of Bastrop, Elgin,
McDade, and Smithville.

The organization is also launching
its Bastrop County Fatherhood

Collaborative, which is aimed at
preventing child abuse, supporting
fathers, and highlighting the
importance of father figures in their
children’s lives.

Bastrop County Cares is presenting
“The Health Rodeo,” or rodeo de
salud, at the upcoming Hispanic
Festival de la Cultura on April 27-28.
The event will feature pony rides,

a petting zoo, and face painting
activities, and Bastrop County
Cares is inviting nonprofits and
health agencies to come and set
up a booth to share resources with
families. Tickets start as low as $10
per day, and children under 12 get
in free. Mercado said she anticipates
anywhere between 4,000 to 6,000
people to attend.

In addition to these initiatives,
Bastrop County Cares is looking

to partner with local schools to
support career and technical
education, including pathways in
technology and early college high
schools programs, aiming to remove
barriers for students and families
and ensure equitable access to
educational opportunities.

“For example, we see students who
have dropped out of high school

to enter the workforce program

but they are unable to maintain
steady employment because of
various barriers such as a flat tire

or they don’t have money for gas,”
Mercado said. “That is where the
partnerships with schools can play
a vital role - —we can help meet
those basic needs and provide
additional support and mentorship
by a designated Community Health
Worker to ensure they can complete
the program.

Empowering the Rural
Workforce

Today, roughly one-in-three Central
Texans are not able to earn enough
to meet their basic needs. As our
region experiences rapid population
growth, and the corresponding cost
of living and housing rises, there

is an increasing number of people
who cannot make ends meet.

In response to this growing
need, The Smithville
Workforce Training Center
(SWTC) works to engage,
empower, and employ
individuals in Bastrop,
Caldwell, Fayette, and

Lee Counties. Through
partnerships with
educational partners, SWTC
connects jobseekers to
industry-based credentialed
courses and then assists in
job placement, empowering
its rural workforce with

the skills needed for
high-demand careers and
ensures rural employers
have a local, robust
workforce to recruit from.

Executive Director Janice Bruno said
SWTC works specifically to provide
training for the most in-demand
jobs, which includes the healthcare
industry, skilled trades, information
technology, finance, and banking.

In 2022, SWTC received a $4.8
million Good Jobs Challenge grant
from the Economic Development
Administration for the eastern
regional area which includes
Bastrop, Caldwell, Lee, and

Fayette counties. The goal is to
engage, empower and employ 452
individuals over the next 18 months.

Through the Good Jobs Challenge
grant, STWC offers training for

a variety of industries and skills,
including:
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Working with local employers, SWTC is
putting together a sustainability plan
so that students are guaranteed to
have the opportunity to apply for jobs
with a target hourly rate of $18.00.

Health care - Registered Nurses,
Licensed Vocational Nursing,
Licensed Chemical Dependency
Interns

- Skilled trades - Heating & Air
Conditioning (HVAC), Plumbing,
Electrician, Welding

SWTC is also partnering with colleges
and other educational partners in
Bastrop, Caldwell, Lee, and Fayette
counties. Individuals who qualify
for the program can receive up to
$10,000, depending on the career
program. Bruno said she and

her team are working to develop
partnerships with smaller colleges
and institutions to encourage them
to expand into rural community’s
area so students can reduce their
commute time.

Certified Driver’s License (CDL
program)

- Banking/Finance - Loan Officers,
Accountants, Auditors, Credit
Counselors

Information Technology

- Computer System
Administrators, Computer User
Specialists

In the field of health care, SWTC is
partnering with Wellessential to offer
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)
classes. Bruno said STWC has trained
over 150 students and placed 127 of
those individuals in a job. SWTC also
partnered with Career Academy to
train individuals in phlebotomy.

The REINVEST program is providing
funding for 30 Licensed Vocational
Nurses (LVN) and 18 Registered
Nurses (RNs). SWTC is providing
funding for 51 students in the Allied
Health fields to include: Paramedics,
Advanced paramedics, Surgical
Tech, Dental Assistant, Dental
Hygienists, and more. Six students
are in the process of earning their
Licensed Chemical Dependency
Counselor-Intern credentials.

“I've got a vision for making the
Smithville/Bastrop area a regional
educational hub for the surrounding
communities in Bastrop, Fayette, Lee,
and Caldwell counties,” Bruno said.

Bruno said what makes the
program special is the full case
management support grant
recipients receive.

Through a partnership with the Rural
Whole Health Coalition (RWHC),
SWTC and the Smithville Community
o Clinic also operates a mobile dental
“We pay for all of the trainings and facility, “Health on Wheels’, that

the wraparound services to include il offer medical, mental, dental

the gas cards, one month of utilities  pKealth and training opportunities
5h°L{|d they need'lt, and rent !f they  in rural areas. The first planned visit
qualify,” Bruno said. “Any barner is scheduled for April 5-6, 2024 in
that a student faces, we try to find Schulenberg, Texas with outreach
the resources to help the student plans to see over 300 patients this

all the way through the program year across four counties.

including job placement.”

Source: https:;/communityimpact.com/sponsored/sponsored/2024/03/24/st-davids-foundation-partners-with-local-nonprofits-

to-address-cycle-of-poverty-offer-job-training-programs,
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high school diploma, then = inequalities. Significant numbers
pursue a career as eitheran . of residents have left the country
agronomist or a chef. E’ to escape those conflicts and
= pressures — including immigrants
e | NOPE that we have a better © \yho established longstanding
future here in Guatemala,” ‘& = Gyatemalan communities in

— long the immigrants’ largest local
employer — serving as community
focal points.

the migrant crisis by reduc_mg-
creating stability in'-gu'%iteﬁﬁi

Education for the Children Foundation provides free schooling, while
Friendship Bridge offers loans to women entrepreneurs

Many of the Guatemalans who first
moved to the valley were originally
seeking asylum in the U.S. A group
. of churches established the San Luis
.« Valley Immigrant Resource Center to
' wlt on a base of inequality,” . « remedy the absence of immigration
ald Reglna Bateson, an assistant & attorneys in the area, said executive
i professor of political © "% director Flora Archuleta. Its team has
2% n;. science at the University = since helped immigrants prepare
=% I\ of Colorado Boulder. + = their work authorization paperwork
il ‘The problemis * 'Et and renew their green cards.
~ not a sheer lack of
-1 wealth. The problem
f§{ is the distribution of that |

of mlgrants to the Unlted States at the school, sees &
it only fell behind Mexico and
Venezuela during the most recent
federal fiscal year. Between 2000
and 2021, the number of foreign-

born Guatemalans in the U.S.: ..

The parents of Marisol Cristobal-
Lucas, 27, came to Alamosa in one
of the waves of migration. During
Guatemala’s civil war, her father,
Lucas Francisco Lucas, was one of
the young Mayan men picked up at
random by militants and trained for
months in guerrilla warfare.

Megan Ulu-Lani
i Boyanton

OCOTENANGO, Guatemala —
On a quiet cobblestone street center. . '!*h.
in a town 90 minutes outside o ‘.1 ) J-'
of Guatemala City, class was
in session for hundreds of young
Guatemalans on a Monday morning.
Children in kindergarten through
ninth grade moved through the
open-air courtyard of the free
private school for disadvantaged

In 1986, he crossed the southwestern
. U.S. desert as an undocumented

immigrant to work on the mushroom
' farm in Colorado with his brother.

Indlgenous Guatemalans forced
into agricultural labor through debt

father, a widower, worked !

f its citi t to the U.S.
of its citizens OJourney o the -"... " is broadly determined for decades at a warehouse

. ='."'.i-=|:'il-

students, which is run by a global
nonprofit group based in Denver.

Painted on the wall by its entrance
were the Spanish words, “La escuela,
la esperanza” — or “The school, the
hope.”

More than 1,900 miles north
of the School of Hope, Denver
city officials and residents have

Educatlon for the Children =+ L i
Foundation provides at-risk
students with free education,
meals and mental health services
in Jocotenango, aiming to set them
up for future success in their own
country. Meanwhile, Lakewood-
based Friendship Bridge makes
business loans to Indigenous
women who are entrepreneurs

. by education. His last

name was withheld, at
the school’s request, for
privacy.

He is one of seven siblings,
and a brother has already &
traveled far from home |
to chase the American %
dream. But Juan Carlos, 14,
aims to graduate and stay — =

=
b,

to support Gémez and
three siblings as they
grew up in the nearby
city of Antigua. At age
10, Gémez helped craft
ceramic figurines to sell at
| the market.

Throughout his life, he’s
considered migrating to
the U.S. in search of job

servitude in the 19th century.

The mounting systemic problems
exploded into the Guatemalan Civil
War in 1960.

As the federal military and leftist
guerrillas fought for 36 years, more
than 200,000 Guatemalans died
— most of them Indigenous. The
violence drove survivors from their

“It was a good opportunity for them to
make good money,” Cristobal-Lucas
said.

Her mother, Eulalia Cristobal
Sebastian, joined her father around
1993. Both had initially expected
their stay in the U.S. to be temporary
as they saved money. But Cristobal-
Lucas said her father eventually
became a U.S. citizen through

grappled for more than a year in rural areas, helping them to '_, o iti = homes. While the war ended in
‘ ! b : : pportunities. = . .
with accommodating a surge build lives for.themselvesand thci . - Guatemala to support his k e 1996 with a peace accord, “a lot of programs set in motion by a Reagan-

of immigrants — largely from
Venezuela — that has stretched

city resources. But going back six
decades, Guatemala has served as
a recurring source of newcomers
to the state, with 2022 census
data showing Colorado was home
to about 7,900 people who had
immigrated from the Central
American country.

While the influx from Venezuela has
drawn the most recent attention,
Guatemala has long ranked among
the top Latin American sources
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families.

The migrant crisis “is not an issue
that can be handled by any one
nation, any one state, any one city or
any one nonprofit,” said Juan Carlos
Franco Orellana, a general case
manager at the Denver nonprofit
Servicios de La Raza. But, he added,
“organizations like those that are
putting in that work to improve
conditions in Guatemala — | would
say, they're the ones really making
headway.”

family. ‘iﬂ

He first earned pocket change
by polishing shoes on the ©
street. Now, after school lets
out for the day, he heads =~
to the local market, where s
his sister sells chicken. He
hawks clothing, making a
monthly average of 500 to 600
quetzales, the equivalent of
$64 to $77.

But the budding entrepreneur
has plans that transcend
market stalls: to get his

But today, Gémez remains in

his home country. He’s buoyed,

he said in Spanish, by the hope
that his students will “be that
change that the country and

. the world needs.”

Civil war, corruption
and inequality

Present-day Guatemala

was forged by a tumultuous
history, including decades of
civil war and corrupt politics,
along with extreme economic

the issues that caused the civil war

remained unresolved,” Bateson said.

Today, hundreds of Indigenous
families from the municipality of
Santa Eulalia in western Guatemala
reside in Colorado’s San Luis Valley.
Generations have called it home
since migrants began resettling
there in the 1980s.

Father Carlos Alvarez of Alamosa’s
Sacred Heart Church said the
mountainous region reminded the
newcomers of Guatemala, with the
church and the mushroom farm

era amnesty law, and her mother
secured a green card.

Decades later, Servicios de La Raza’s
Orellana said, back in Guatemala,
“economically, things are still very
hard.” Even blue-collar industries, such
as construction, don’t offer the same
opportunities as in the U.S. because
Guatemala isn’t building infrastructure
as quickly, said Orellana, who was
born in Guatemala City....

Read more at: https./www.denverpost.
com/2024/03/24/guatemala-denver-
migrant-crisis-nonprofits-schools-women-
businesses,
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ENVIRONMENT

Ten NGOs Championing the Cause
of India’s Forest Cover on World
Forestry Day 2024

orld Forestry Day,
observed annually
on March 21st,
serves as a global
platform to raise awareness about
the importance of forests and
trees in sustaining life on Earth.
First established by the Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) in 1971, this day provides
an opportunity to celebrate
the invaluable contributions of
forests to biodiversity, climate
regulation, water conservation,
and human well-being. It also
highlights the urgent need to
address deforestation, degradation,
and other threats facing forest
ecosystems worldwide. World
Forestry Day underscores the
interconnectedness between
forests, people, and the planet,
emphasizing the imperative for
collective action to protect and
manage our forest resources
sustainably. For India, a country
endowed with rich biodiversity and
diverse forest landscapes, this day
holds particular significance, as it
recognizes the vital role of forests
in supporting millions of livelihoods
and preserving ecological balance.

As we commemorate World
Forestry Day, it's
. . imperative to
e recognize the
L critica ;

that forests play in sustaining

life on our planet. In India,

where forests are not only rich

in biodiversity but also crucial

for millions of livelihoods, the
conservation and expansion of
forest cover are of paramount
importance. Fortunately, numerous
non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) have taken up the mantle
to safeguard and enhance India’s
forest resources. Here are ten
NGOs at the forefront of this noble
endeavour:

Wildlife Trust of India
(wWTi)

Founded in 1998, WTI has been
tirelessly working towards the
conservation of India’s wildlife
and forests. With a multifaceted
approach that includes habitat
conservation, anti-poaching efforts,
and community engagement, WTI
has made significant strides in
safeguarding India’s forests. Their
projects often focus on creating
wildlife corridors, reforestation
initiatives, and mitigating human-
wildlife conflicts.

Foundation for
Ecological
d Security (FES)

o

FES operates
with the

local communities are the
custodians of their natural
resources. Through participatory
approaches, FES works closely
with rural communities to restore
and manage degraded lands,
including forests. Their emphasis on
community-led forest governance
has led to the revival of numerous
degraded forest areas across India,
ensuring sustainable resource
management and livelihood
opportunities for local populations.

Greenpeace India

Greenpeace is renowned worldwide
for its environmental advocacy, and
its Indian chapter is no exception.
In the realm of forestry, Greenpeace
India has been instrumental in
campaigning against deforestation,
illegal logging, and promoting
forest conservation policies.
Through research, advocacy, and
grassroots mobilization, they

strive to hold governments and
corporations accountable for their
actions impacting India’s forests.

Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE)

CSE’s approach to forestry
revolves around promoting
policies and practices that
reconcile environmental
conservation with
developmental

imperatives. Their work
encompasses issues such as
forest governance, biodiversity
conservation, and climate change
adaptation. CSE'’s research and
advocacy efforts have been
instrumental in shaping India’s
forest-related policies and
fostering public awareness on the
importance of forests.

The Nature Conservancy
India

Leveraging its global expertise

in conservation, The Nature
Conservancy (TNC) collaborates
with local stakeholders to protect
and restore India’s forests and
biodiversity. TNC employs science-
based approaches to identify
priority conservation areas,
implement restoration projects, and
engage communities in sustainable
land-use practices. Their holistic
approach considers both ecological
and socio-economic dimensions,
aiming for lasting conservation
outcomes.

Vanashakti

Operating primarily in the Western
Ghats region, Vanashakti focuses
on protecting and restoring
forest ecosystems, particularly in
ecologically sensitive areas. Their
initiatives range from advocating for
the declaration of protected areas
to conducting tree plantation drives
and biodiversity surveys. Vanashakti
also actively engages with local
communities to promote ecotourism
and sustainable livelihood
alternatives, thereby fostering a
symbiotic relationship
between people
and forests.

Aaranyak Foundation

Aaranyak Foundation focuses

on biodiversity conservation

and sustainable development in
Northeast India. With a particular
emphasis on the Eastern Himalayas,
Aaranyak works on habitat
restoration, wildlife protection,

and community-based natural
resource management. Their
initiatives aim to conserve critical
forest ecosystems while promoting
the socio-economic well-being of
indigenous communities.

Sankalp Taru
Foundation

Sankalp Taru Foundation specializes
in large-scale afforestation and
reforestation projects across India.
Through innovative techniques
such as aerial seed bombing and
community-driven tree planting
campaigns, Sankalp Taru aims

to restore degraded landscapes,
combat desertification, and
mitigate climate change impacts.
Their efforts have led to the
establishment of numerous green
corridors and carbon sinks.

Bombay Natural History
Society (BNHS)

BNHS is one of India’s oldest and
most respected organizations
dedicated to the study and
conservation of nature. In addition
to its research activities, BNHS
undertakes various conservation
projects aimed at
protecting India’s
biodiversity hotspots, .
including forests. ‘&
Their work '
involves

.
i

Source: https;
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habitat restoration, species
conservation, and environmental
education to promote greater
awareness and appreciation for India’s
natural heritage.

Kalpavriksh

Kalpavriksh, meaning “Tree of Life,” is
an environmental action group that
focuses on biodiversity conservation,
sustainable development, and
environmental justice. In the context
of forests, Kalpavriksh advocates for
the protection of natural habitats,
indigenous rights, and community-
based forest management. Their
initiatives often involve research,
policy analysis, and grassroots
activism to address issues such as
deforestation, land degradation,

and forest-dependent livelihoods.
Kalpavriksh’'s work emphasizes the
holistic relationship between humans
and nature, striving for equitable and
ecologically sustainable solutions

to forest conservation challenges in
India.

As we reflect on the significance of
forests for the well-being of present
and future generations, it's heartening
to see these NGOs leading the charge
in safeguarding India’s forest cover.
Their dedication, innovation, and
collaborative efforts offer hope for

a greener, more sustainable future
where forests thrive, biodiversity
flourishes, and communities

prosper in harmony with nature.

Let us celebrate and support their
invaluable contributions to

India’s environmental heritage.



https://thecsrjournal.in/ngo-india-forest-cover/

HUMANITARIAN AID

UN delivers over $2.9bn in aid to
Afghanistan amidst humanitarian crisis

n response to the dire
humanitarian situation in
Afghanistan following the
Taliban’s takeover in August
2021, the United Nations (UN)
has undertaken efforts to deliver
essential aid to the country. Despite
challenges posed by sanctions and
a crippled banking sector, the UN
has managed to transport more
than $2.9bn to Afghanistan for
humanitarian assistance, SIGAR

reported.

A report from the Special

Inspector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction (SIGAR) highlighted
the critical role of the UN in
purchasing and transporting cash
to fund humanitarian operations in

Afghanistan. With the international
community wary of engaging with
Afghanistan’s banking sector due to
concerns over violating sanctions,
the UN stepped in to address the
urgent needs of the Afghan people.

As per SIGAR'’s findings, the UN,

in consultation with the U.S.
Department of State and Treasury,
initiated the transportation of U.S.
currency into Afghanistan to cover
operational and programming
costs associated with delivering
humanitarian aid. Since August
2021, the UN has purchased

and transferred over $2.9bn to
Afghanistan using contributions
from international donors.

The United States stands out as
the largest international donor,
providing approximately $2.6bn in
funding for various organizations
operating in Afghanistan since
August 2021. While a portion of
this funding is directed towards
supporting humanitarian
activities implemented by partner
international organizations

(P10s) and non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), including
the UN, the World Bank, and the
Colombo Plan, individual donors
lack visibility into how their
contributions are allocated for cash
purchases and transportation.

SIGAR’s investigation revealed
that the UN is the sole entity

Source: https./daryo.uz/en/2024/03/22/un-delivers-over-29bn-in-aid-to-afghanistan-amidst-humanitarian-crisis
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responsible for purchasing and
transporting cash for humanitarian
aid in Afghanistan. Collaborating
with a money services business,
the UN procures US currency

from the Federal Reserve Bank

of New York and utilizes a
transportation company to fly

the cash to Afghanistan. Rigorous
security checks and inspections
are conducted throughout the
transportation process to ensure the
integrity of the shipments.

Upon arrival in Kabul, the cash is
inspected, counted, and deposited
into the UN'’s account at a private
Afghan bank before being
transferred to recipient PIOs and
NGOs. Despite the challenges posed
by Afghanistan’s banking sector, the
UN foresees the continued need for
cash shipments until substantial
improvements are made in banking
infrastructure and compliance with
international banking laws.

However, SIGAR'’s report also raises
concerns about the unintended
consequences of cash shipments,
particularly regarding the Taliban’s
benefit. With many private banks
lacking sufficient Afghan currency
to exchange for US dollars, they
resort to purchasing local currency
from the Taliban-controlled Da
Afghanistan Bank (DAB) through
currency auctions. This has resulted
in the accumulation of US dollars by
DAB and, consequently, the Taliban.

SIGAR'’s report underscores the
complex dynamics surrounding
humanitarian aid delivery in
Afghanistan and the need for
comprehensive strategies to
address the country’s economic
and humanitarian crises. While
cash shipments remain a vital
lifeline for delivering aid to
vulnerable populations, long-term
solutions that promote financial
transparency, strengthen banking
systems, and mitigate unintended
consequences must be pursued to
ensure sustainable assistance for
the Afghan people.
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35 countries to meet
in Cyprus for Gaza aid
summit

n total, 35 countries, five

organisations, and one

NGO have confirmed

their participation in the
international summit to address
the food crisis facing Gaza.

Specifically, the thirty-three
countries that have confirmed
their participation in the March
21 summit are:

United States, United Kingdom,
France, United Arab Emirates,
Italy, Greece, Spain, Switzerland,
Portugal, Poland, Brazil,
Denmark, Czech Republic, Israel,
Australia, Germany, Bulgaria,
Singapore, Netherlands, Slovenia,
Japan, Canada, Malta, Qatar,
Hungary, Belgium, Latvia,
Luxembourg, Austria, Ireland,
Sweden, South Korea, Finland,
Slovakia.

Cyprus is also added to the list
of participating countries as the
host country.

The four international
organisations that will be
present tomorrow are the
European Union, the United
Nations, USAID (United States
Agency for International
Development) and WHO (World
Health Organisation).

The non-governmental
organisations that will
participate is WCK. The
company FOGBOW will also be
represented.

The majority of the countries
will be physically present with
approximately 100 attendees
participating.

Source: https/in-cyprus.philenews.com/local/35-countries-to-meet-in-cyprus-

for-gaza-aid-summit,



https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/evaluations/SIGAR-24-12-IP.pdf
https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/local/35-countries-to-meet-in-cyprus-for-gaza-aid-summit/
https://in-cyprus.philenews.com/local/35-countries-to-meet-in-cyprus-for-gaza-aid-summit/

Fight Against Child Marriage: NGOs
Call For Universal Compulsory Free
Education Till 18 Yrs Of Age

ndore (Madhya Pradesh): Free

and compulsory education for

all children under the age of 18

can play a pivotal role in ending
child marriage as there is an inverse
relationship between education
and child marriage. This key finding,
which could become a game-
changer in the country’s fight against
child marriage, is part of a research
paper titled ‘Educate to End Child
Marriage: Exploring linkages and
role of education in elevating age at
marriage for girls in India’ released on
International Women'’s Day by Child
Marriage Free India campaign which
is a coalition of 160 NGOs across the
country.
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The coalition works in tandem
with the governments in over

300 districts witnessing a high
prevalence of child marriage and
aims to end this social crime in the
country by 2030.

In the last six months alone, 50,000
child marriages have been stopped
nationwide through counselling
while legal action was initiated

in around 10,000 cases of child
marriage. Notably, elimination of
early, child and forced marriages by
2030 is also a global commitment
made by countries under the aegis
of United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

“While both the Centre as
well as state governments
V been exhibiting a

tough stance to end

child marriage, this one
modification to the existing
Right To Education to
include all children up

to the age of 18 could
accelerate the pace to end
child marriage,” Purujit
Praharaj, lead Researcher
for the report, said.

Releasing the paper in INDORE AAs,
a coalition partner of Child Marriage

Free India campaign, demanded
that while the Centre and state
government’s action to end this
social crime is commendable
and yielding results, firmer steps
need to be taken to amplify this
fight against child marriage.
Drawing from insights revealed
in the paper, the NGO asserted
that the education of all children
up to the age of 18 years be
made free and compulsory and
also urged all political parties

to incorporate this important
issue in their election manifestos
for the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections.

“Led by women activists and
village leaders, we have been
able to stop 52 child marriages
in Indore in the last six months.
However, there is an urgent need
to make education a top priority
across the country and we
would also ask the government
for total ban on child marriage
in the state,” AAs director,
Waseem Iqgbal said. The research
paper highlights that there is
inverse relationship between
female literacy rates and the
prevalence of child marriage.

2 in 3 girls were married
between 15 to 17 yrs of
age: Census 2011

The last National Family Health
Survey V (NHFS 2019-21) revealed
that 23.3 per cent of girls in the
age group 20-24 years were
married before the age of 18 in
the country. Meanwhile, Census
2011 reported that every 2 in

3 girls were married between
15-17 years of age, which meant
that 33 lakh out of the 52 lakh
girl children were pushed into
marriage.

Source: https/www.freepressjournal.
in/indore/fight-against-child-
marriage-ngos-call-for-universal-
compulsory-free-education-till-18-
yrs-of-age

Action in source
states vital to stop
sex trafficking: NGO

anaji: In an effort to

stop sex trafficking,

a non-governmental

organisation has stressed
on the need to prosecute
traffickers in the source states.

“Once traffickers in the source
states are prosecuted, | am sure
that trafficking will stop,” said
Arun Pandey, director ARZ (Anyay
Rahit Zindagi) a NGO from Goa.

As part of their strategy to
prevent sex trafficking from West
Bengal to Goa, ARZ organised
consultation in two of the main
source districts in West Bengal -
Murshidabad and Malda.

Pandey said that West Bengal is
the second main source state for
sex trafficking to Goa. Since 2014,
93 girls, natives of that state, have
been rescued from prostitution by
the enforcement agencies in Goa.

He said that action against
traffickers in the source states

is rare and “our efforts will be to
gather support from NGOs and
the governmental agencies in the
source states who would assist the
victim to file a police complaint
against the traffickers and initiate
action as per the law,” said Pandey.

Pandey also said, “In Goa, we
have seen how difficult it gets
during the trial in sex trafficking
cases. The main challenge
during the trial is to get the
victim'’s deposition in the court”.
Further he said that, “However
there is an option wherein the
victim can depose through

videoconferencing. In this
connection, some organisations
have volunteered to assist from
West Bengal.”

Conviction in such cases will
definitely prevent sex trafficking,
said Pandey.

During the consultation in
Murshidabad on March 21

and in Malda on the next day,
around 60 representatives from
the government and the non-
governmental organisations
participated. The consultation
was organised in collaboration
with Jabala, an anti-sex trafficking
organisation working in West
Bengal and supported by ECPAT -
Luxembourg.

Pandey said that the issue
pertaining to rehabilitation of the
victims rescued from sex trafficking
was also discussed. “Once they
return home in West Bengal, it
needs to be ensured that they are
rehabilitated,” said Pandey.

During the consultation, ARZ
shared statistics pertaining to
trafficking of girls from West
Bengal, the modus operandi of
trafficking, profile of the victims
and services required by the
rescued victims once they return
to their native districts.

Pandey said that a detailed
discussion was held on the
strategies to prevent trafficking to
Goa and prosecute the traffickers.
Pandey said that such consultations
will be held in other districts in
West Bengal in due course of time.

Source: https:/www.navhindtimes.in/2024/03/23/goanews/action-in-source-

states-vital-to-stop-sex-trafficking-ngo
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Palestinian women face sexual
abuse even in their absence

In a recent trend, male Israeli soldiers have been posting pictures
and videos on social media showing the undergarments of
Palestinian women who have been forced to abandon their homes

and belongings.

Ayse Betul Aytekin

s the world marks

International Women'’s

Day on March 8, tens of

thousands of Palestinian
women in Gaza are struggling to
survive in inhumane conditions
with few clothes to wear, no privacy,
and almost nothing to eat.

If the spectre of death, destruction,
and disease amidst Israel’s
continuous bombings is not enough
to make their lives any harder then
in recent days Israeli male soldiers
have been rampaging around their
personal belongings and showing
them off to the world.

So numerous are the instances of
this disturbing trend that experts
say it has necessitated recognition
as a new textbook example of
sexual harassment perpetrated by
an oppressing force.

In one picture posted on X a few
days back, two male Israeli soldiers
pose gleefully, with one wearing

a bikini and the other making
suggestive gestures.

In a video, a soldier records himself
walking casually through the rubble
of a demolished house and then
zooming on a woman'’s underwear.
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There are images of an Israeli soldier
posing in front of a wall adorned
with various women'’s lingerie - a
scene he used as a profile picture on
the dating app Tinder.

Earlier this week, the UN
spokesperson Stephane Dujarric
acknowledged having seen some of
the reports of the Israeli military’s
abuse and called for a prompt
investigation.

“They’re extremely disturbing
indeed,” he said about the
images. “And they need to be
swiftly investigated by the Israeli
authorities.”

Women in Gaza either find it
challenging to comment on this
trend amidst larger issues such as
displacement and shortage of food
and medicines, or they demonstrate
signs of becoming desensitised.

“My feeling about the
pictures we see is a feeling
of helplessness and
disappointment from those
around us who hear and
see everything we call for,
and no one has been able to
change anything about our
situation,” says 20-year-old
Nour who has taken shelter
in Rafah along with more
than a million refugees.

She was on the verge of getting
married, with all preparations
completed when the war broke out.

“l witnessed soldiers ravaging our
properties, and while I'm saddened,
I'm not surprised, given that this
army has destroyed everything. They
desecrated mosques, demolished
hospitals, arrested doctors, targeted
bakeries, and are now killing people
attempting to receive aid. What
more can we expect from such a
brutal army?” says another woman
from Gaza who prefers to stay
anonymous.

“They lack values and ethics.
Stealing our belongings and
displaying undergarments is a
continuation of their immorality
and rudeness,” she says.

A wider impact

The irony is that so much death
and destruction is befalling the
Palestinian women that they
haven't had the time to register
the impact of the insults related
to the public display of their
undergarments, experts say.

What the Israeli soldiers do with

the women'’s personal belongings

is only the tip of the iceberg and

the surface of what’s happening

in women’s everyday realities,
Palestinian activist and academic Dr
Maisa Shquier tells TRT World.

Decades before the war broke

out on October 7, author Nadera
Shalhoub-Kevorkian introduced
the concept of the “weaponization”
of female bodies in the Palestine-
Israel conflict, underscoring the

treatment of women as instruments
of political and military agendas.

“In a conservative culture like
Palestine, these items are very
private. So when they have photos
with them, it is an invasion of the
most private sphere of anyone’s
life, an ultimate level of insult,” says
Shquier.

More than men, Palestinian

women have suffered under Israeli
occupation, shouldering the burden
of conservative societies where their
experiences are always reduced to
matters of “honour.”

That is why violence against women
has a ripple effect on the emotional
state of the Palestinian community,
a tactic frequently employed by
Israeli forces, experts say.

Shquier says sexual violence is a
fundamental part of settler colonial
rule enforced by Israel on the
Palestinians.

Palestinian women pose a
particular challenge to the Israeli
aim to take over Palestinian land as
it's a woman who gives birth and

she’s the one who shapes the world
view of her kids in their formative
stage, Shquier adds.

A recent UN report on Gaza
documented multiple forms of
sexual assault, including rape,
threats of rape, and sexual violence.

There are also allegations
that Israeli soldiers took
photos of female detainees
in degrading circumstances
and an unknown number
of Palestinian women,
children, and girls have
reportedly gone missing.

Clinical psychologist Dr Betul
Nesibe Ozkars says the photographs
displaying undergarments are a
clear example of sexual abuse and
harassment and constitute a serious
threat to Palestinian women.

“This act resonates with these
women, signalling that oppressors
can violate their boundaries, invade
their homes while they’re absent,
and expose private items that they
may not have chosen to share even
with their closest ones.”

Despite the harassment and health
issues they face, modesty stops
Palestinian women from talking
about it openly.

The military’s use of sexuality as

a weapon of war and as a tool to
weaken the other side’s power,
leads women to perceive their
femininity as a weakness that they
then try to conceal. Eventually, the
women perceive their femininity
as a vulnerable point that can

be targeted to weaken their
community and people, Dr Ozkars
tells TRT World.

“Normally, after any sexual abuse,
it is possible for the women

to dissociate from their body,
experience mental disconnection,
and have a disruption in their
relationship with their femininity
and sexuality.”

Aside from the physical abuse,
the act of exposing their private
belongings sends a clear message:
“Even if you are not physically
present, | can continue to sexually
abuse you.”

Source: https/www.trtworld.com/magazine/palestinian-women-face-sexual-abuse-even-in-their-absence-17275932
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Slovak Government Targets
NGOs with Proposed “Foreign
Agents Act”

s an organisation with
roots steeped in the
freedom and civic
movements of post-
Cold-War Czechoslovakia, we are
appalled to see the illiberal turn
taken by the Slovak government.
The Fico government’s proposal
to impose a Russian-style foreign
agents’ law is anathema to the
shared goals of the Czech and
Slovak people who fought to end
the Russian subjugation of our
homelands. This is of great concern
and sadness to us at People in Need.

As humanitarians, and human
rights defenders, we know from
over three decades of experience
that civil society plays a vital role
in the promotion of democracy,
transparency and accountability

within their countries. We also know

that NGOs are an added value to
the countries in which they work.
Often, civil society—be it through
societal movements, civil society
organisations, or non-governmental
organisations like ours—take up

the slack that the state cannot,
especially in certain social services
and emergency situations. To brand
organisations that seek to help the
least fortunate or those critical of
harmful state policies is an act of
self-harm by the state.

The Slovakian government’s
proposed measures to curb
critical media and NGOs, which
would mirror tactics employed by
autocrats and dictators in places
ranging from Russia to Latin
America, have raised concerns
about the erosion of civil liberties
and the stifling of dissent. In a
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move reminiscent of authoritarian
regimes, officials seek to designate
these entities as “foreign agents,”

a term often utilised to suppress
opposition voices.

The Fico government has already
taken steps to cut NGO funding,
raising further alarms about the
independence of civil society
activities. Additionally, Culture
Minister Martina Simkovi¢ova

and Justice Minister Boris Susko
have initiated cuts to subsidy
programmes, redirecting funds
away from NGOs to other areas,
citing concerns about transparency
and favouritism in grant allocation.
The government’s actions have
prompted backlash from NGOs,
with 90 organisations sighing a
petition against the minister’s
decisions.

Drawing on our own experiences
operating in regions governed by
authoritarian rule, we recognise

such actions as deliberate attempts
to undermine civil society. Branding
NGOs, CSOs and human rights
watchdogs as agents of foreign
influence is a tool of autocratic
regimes, typically accompanied

by restrictions on free speech,
assembly, and other fundamental
liberties.

Though proponents draw the
comparison between Slovakia’s
proposal and the US Foreign
Agents Registration Act (FARA) of
1938, the comparison is little more
than an attempt to legitimise a
measure condemned by liberal
democracies. While FARA primarily
targets entities directly controlled
by foreign governments, the Slovak
initiative is broader, encompassing
non-profit organisations engaged in
various vitally important social and
civic activities.

Critics highlight that similar
blacklisting strategies are

commonly employed in
authoritarian regimes such as
Venezuela and Kyrgyzstan and
often brutally so in places like
Russia and Nicaragua. In these
nations, NGOs advocating for
human rights, government
accountability, and historical
truth have faced accusations
of treason, subjecting them

to oppressive restrictions and
state-sponsored harassment.

In Russia, organisations like
Transparency International,
Golos (an election monitoring
group), and Memorial (a
research institute focusing on
Soviet-era repression) have
found themselves labelled
“foreigh agents.” And faced
subsequent repression. This
designation impedes operations
and tarnishes reputations,
forcing them to navigate a
hostile regulatory environment
or shut down entirely.

The proposed measures in
Slovakia reflect a concerning
trend towards authoritarian
tactics, potentially undermining
democratic principles and
strongly discouraging dissent.
Despite government claims of
redirecting funds to support
vulnerable groups, NGOs fear
that these moves could threaten
their activities and Slovakia’s
broader civil society landscape,
drawing comparisons to past
periods of government pressure
during the era of “normalisation
in the 1970s and 1980s. As the
country contemplates joining
the ranks of authoritarian
nations employing these tactics,
concerns over the erosion of civil
liberties and the suppression of
free speech loom large.

Source: https/www.peopleinneed.
net/slovak-government-targets-
ngos-with-proposed-foreign-
agents-act-11299gp

ﬁGOs and Civil

Society unite
against child abuse

he non-governmental

organizations and civil

society groups have

banded together, forming
a coalition to confront head-on
the alarming surge in cases of
child sexual abuse.

Shocking statistics have revealed
that the youngest victim between
2016 and 2023 was a six-month-
old, highlighting the urgent need
for concerted action.

The Asia Pacific Foundation

hosted a gathering today, marking

the inaugural meeting of this
collaborative alliance.

Assistant Minister for Women

and Children Sashi Kiran says the
session today served as a platform
for frank discussions to address
the multifaceted challenges
posed by child sexual abuse.

“Babies as young as six months old

being sexually molested, raped is
how a society can accept, we have
just celebrated Palm Sunday, In
every culture they say children

are precious so within in our
communities children by their
own family members children are
abused.”

FCOSS Executive Director Vani
Catanasiga says during the
meeting, emphasis was also
placed on the importance of
community engagement, public
awareness campaigns, and
educational initiatives to foster a
culture of zero tolerance.

“This was an opportunity
for us to stock of the
continuing trend and
increasing too of child
sexual abuse, it's an
alarming trend and

as a CSO we are very
concerned.”

Catanasiga says as NGOs and

civil society groups unite, they
send a powerful message: child
sexual abuse will not be tolerated,
and perpetrators will be held to
account.

Source: https/www.fbchews.com.fi/news/ngos-and-civil-society-unite-against-

child-abuse,
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Japan, UNDP

From
aple of Japan

drive sustainable

development
in BARMM with
livelihood and

waste management

equipment
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OTABATO CITY —In an
official mission to BARMM,
the Deputy Chief of
Mission of the Embassy of
Japan in the Philippines, Minister
Kenichi Matsuda, and UNDP
Deputy Resident Representative
in the Philippines, Edwine Carrié,
spearheaded the handover of
several pieces of equipment for
livelihood and waste management
initiatives in the Region, including
its Special Geographic Areas (SGA)
and Bangsamoro communities
outside the core BARMM territory.

The ‘Enhancing Food Security and
Livelihoods’ project, in partnership
with the Mahintana Foundation
and with generous support from
the Government of Japan, is aiding
the transformation of the 105th
MILF Base Command Satellite
Camp in Isulan, Sultan Kudarat into

an agri-ecotourism development
called Stallion Farm, the first of

its kind among MILF camps and
communities. The project is seen
to boost the farm’s agricultural
productivity, increase the plant
variety for harvesting, improve
access to clean water, and provide
tools and infrastructures to
generate new sources of income for
the residents.

In the Pigcawayan Cluster, SGA,
the Government of Japan and
UNDP Philippines, in partnership
with the BARMM Ministry of the
Interior and Local Government
(MILG), are continuing to enhance
economic opportunities for its
residents. A solar-powered ice
block-making facility has been
installed in barangay Datu Binasing
to complement the community’s
new public market. In barangay
Datu Mantil, transport and heavy
equipment have been handed over
to the Datu Mantil Makangguna
Association, a local women’s
association. A fish delivery truck and
fifty ice boxes have been provided
to contribute to the expansion of
their fish processing and ice-making
activities. Additionally, a dump
truck has been handed over to the
community to support the planned
infrastructure projects in the area.

Moreover, the Accelerating
Nationally Determined Contribution
through Circular Economy in

Cities (ACE) project of UNDP
Philippines and the Department

of Environment and Natural
Resources, with funding from the
Government of Japan, also handed
over key equipment to the local
government of Cotabato City.

These included a plastic melter
machine and a Mobile Waste
Processing Facility consisting of a
multi-purpose shredder and glass
pulverizer. Aligned with the circular
economy agenda, the equipment

are aimed at transforming the city’s
plastic waste into useful items such
as flowerpots and school chairs,
demonstrating resourceful waste
management approaches.

“UNDP is grateful to

the communities in

the Bangsamoro for
continuously opening their
doors to us and working
with us. The success of
UNDP’s initiatives relies

on the trust, meaningful
partnership, and dedication
of these communities in
fostering positive change.
UNDP is thankful to the
support of the Government
of Japan and looks forward
to continuing collaborative
efforts for a more
sustainable future in the
BARMM,” said Mr. Carrié.

In his speech, Minister Matsuda
said, “I'd like to express our steadfast
commitment and support to the
BARMM and the Bangsamoro
Government. Japan believes in

a comprehensive approach to
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assisting the development in the
Bangsamoro. We consider that
particularly in light of economic
progress, sustainability is a

critical factor that should not be
overlooked. With our concerted
efforts, we can work towards a
sustainable economy for the region.”

In Cotabato City Mayor Bruce
Matabalao’s message of acceptance,
delivered by Secretary to the Mayor
Guianodin Abdilah, he said, “we do
hope that this will not be the last,
but just the beginning of engaging
with you for more facilities that

will be accorded to Cotabato City
to somehow ease the concern on
solid waste management. This

will benefit not only Cotabato

City residents but also those living
outside Cotabato.”

These handovers are part of UNDP
Philippines’ broader strategy and
long-term commitment to bring in
more sustainable solutions directly
to communities. The projects’
interventions are expected to
contribute to the development

of the region, particularly in
normalization and community
transformation.
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New Report Examines Progress on Global
Sustainable Development Goals

EW YORK, Mar 21 (IPS)

- At the half-way point

of the 2030 Agenda, the

Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) “are in deep
trouble.” The need to accelerate
progress towards the Sustainable
Development Goals has never been
more urgent as only approximately
12% of targets are currently on track.

“Planet” is equally at risk as “people”.

As civil society leader Mavalow
Christelle Kalhoule, Forus Chair
and President of SPONG, the
Burkina Faso NGO network, puts

it, “What unfolds in the Sahel

and in so many other forgotten
communities ripples across the
globe, impacting us all even if we
choose to look away. Implementing
the Sustainable Development Goals
is vital to unlock a different future.”

The new “Progressing National SDGs

Implementation” report looks at
how countries around the world are

advancing in their efforts towards
sustainable development. The 2023
edition of the report is particularly
significant as it marks the midpoint
towards the 2030 Agenda’s goals,
and the “world is not delivering”.

The report, which has been
published since 2017, looks at
crucial aspects such as governance,
civil society involvement and space,
localization, the importance of
policy coherence, and the principle
of Leaving No One Behind.

To compile the analysis, the report
combines official Voluntary National
Reviews (VNRs) submitted by
member states with spotlight and
alternative assessments, which aim
to offer a more complete picture of
national progress, particularly with
respect to the fundamental 2030
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Agenda principle to leave no one
behind.

The report highlights that while more
countries are engaging in ‘whole of
government’ planning to implement
the SDGs, at the same time many of
the same countries do not ensure

a wider ‘whole of society’ approach
that involves civil society partners in
delivery of the 2030 Agenda.

The report calls for a renewed global
commitment to the SDGs, with a
focus on:

» Increased ambition: Countries
need to adopt more ambitious
plans to achieve the SDGs and
ensure policy coherence.

Leaving no one behind: Data
collection and policy focus must
ensure that everyone benefits
from SDG progress pacitularly by
considering the extra challenges
faced in reaching historically
marginalized groups.

Stronger partnerships:
Governments, civil society, and
the private sector need to work
together more effectively.

Improved monitoring: More
robust data, national statistical
and monitoring systems are
needed to track progress and
identify areas lagging behind.

Oli Henman from Action for
Sustainable Development said: “We
need to ensure that SDG reviews are
genuinely inclusive of all parts of
society and that national plans are
backed up with real steps towards
financing implementation at the
community level. This to the only
way that the world can get back on
track to deliver the transformative
change that was promised in 2015.”

Wangu Mwangi, a seasoned
environmental journalist and
expert in sustainable development,
has authored the Progressing
National SDG Implementation
Report 2023, drawing on her
extensive experience in sustainable
development, land governance,
natural resources management,
climate change adaptation, and
African development.

Source: https./www.globalissues.or

news/2024/03/21/36288
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VISION

To pioneer innovative solutions and foster global partnerships that empower marginalized communities, promote
sustainable development, and cultivate resilience in the face of adversity.

MISSION

The NGO World is dedicated to upholding the highest standards of humanitarian action and sustainable development.
Through strategic collaboration with international stakeholders, we strive to advance social justice, alleviate poverty, and
mitigate the impacts of crises on vulnerable populations.

Established in 2010, The NGO World collaborates with global development actors, including the UN, governments, and
INGOs, to address complex challenges facing humanity. Our work is guided by four core pillars:
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Implementing evidence- Advocating for the Spearheading projects to Facilitating networking

based sustainable rights and well-being provide timely assistance and capacity building

development initiatives. of marginalized to disaster-affected within the NGO sector.
communities. populations.

By adhering to global humanitarian principles and leveraging innovative approaches, we endeavor to create lasting
positive change and build a more equitable and resilient world for future generations.

S0

IMPACT STATEMENT
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“At The NGO World, we are catalysts for profound and lasting change. With unwavering commitment to integrity,
empowerment, and innovation, we've empowered over 1.7 million lives, igniting resilience and championing
transformative growth in communities. Through visionary initiatives and strategic partnerships, we shatter barriers,
unlock potential, and forge pathways to sustainable prosperity. Together, we are architects of a brighter, more equitable
world, where every individual thrives, every community flourishes, and collective aspirations soar to new heights of

possibility and impact.”

ZEST
Program for Out-of-School Children

! 10,000+
* Out-of-School Children are
== given quality education

RIDA

Efforts for Women’s Advancement

15,000+

girls and women are literated
and trained

|

SIGHT RESTORATION INITIATIVE
Cataract Surgery Camps

» 3,000
‘g cataract surgery patients

are treated and operated

SHARING BLESSINGS

The Tradition of Ramadan

Q0 53,200+
L]

are benefited through Ramadan
gift packs, iftar parties

QURBANI PROGRAM
Celebrating Eid, Spreading Joy

1,543,300+

- families are benefited through
qurbani and nazar meat packs

BARKAT
Prosperity with Dignity
14,500+
beneficiaries are supported to
alleviate poverty
DROPS OF HOPE
Campaign for Safe Drinking Water
20,000+
are benefited with clean drinking
‘ water and biosand water filters

ALLEVIATING SUFFERING
Impact of the RESPONSE Program

> 136,400+
&N,
/ are benefited in disaster
response program

ORPHAN SUPPORT
Initiative to Support Orphans

O A0 1,400+
Y
|

SHELTERING SPIRITS
The Mosque Reconstruction Initiative

orphans are supported with gifts,
| Dbicycles, clothes & Cash

10,000+

worshipers are facilitated to pray
= inthe holy mosques



GET INVOLVED

Here are ten ways someone can get involved with the
cause of The NGO World :

1-

GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE
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Donate: Make a financial contribution to support
our programs and initiatives, helping us reach more
communities in need.

Become a Corporate Partner: Engage your company
in corporate social responsibility initiatives by
partnering with us on projects, sponsorships, or
employee engagement programs.

Contribute Resources: Donate materials, equipment,
or services that can be used in our projects
and initiatives, reducing operational costs and
maximizing impact.

Volunteer: Offer your time and skills by volunteering
for our projects, workshops, and events, contributing
directly to our impact on the ground.

Organize Fundraising Events: Host fundraising
events or campaigns in your community, workplace,
or school to mobilize support and raise funds for our
programs.

Spread the Word: Share our mission, success stories,
and initiatives on social media and within your
network to raise awareness and inspire others to join
our cause.
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Participate in Workshops: Attend our capacity-
building workshops and events to gain knowledge,
skills, and insights into social and sustainable
development practices.

Subscribe to our Magazine: Stay informed and
engaged by subscribing to our monthly magazine,
gaining access to valuable insights, updates, and
stories from the field.

Join Our Network: Become a member of our
global network of NGOs, activists, and volunteers,
connecting with like-minded individuals and
organizations committed to social change.

Share Feedback: Provide feedback and suggestions
on our programs and initiatives, helping us improve
and adapt our approach to better serve the
communities we work with.

getting involved with The NGO World , you can play
essential role in creating positive change, fostering

sustainable development, and improving the lives of

ind
ma

ividuals and communities globally. Together, we can
ke a difference and build a brighter future for all.
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Entrepreneurship Is Not Merely A Means
Of Livelihood For Youth But A Potent
Instrument To Fulfill Their Aspirations: LG

Sinha

AMMU, MARCH 14: In a major

step towards economic

empowerment of displaced

and migrant communities,
J&K Government today provided
financial support to 350 youth
belonging to displaced families of
PoJK, West Pakistan Refugees and
Kashmiri Migrant families, to start
their own business venture.

The historic event was presided over
by Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj
Sinha at Convention Centre.

“It is a momentous day for J&K. The
financial assistance extended to
displaced families of PoJK, West
Pakistan Refugees and Kashmiri
Migrant families today will help
them to realize their dreams and
ignite entrepreneurial culture in the
community,” the Lt Governor said.

He said, during the Special
Governance camp, various
government departments, District

Industry Centres, KVIB, J&K Mission
Youth in collaboration with J&K
Bank and Relief & Rehabilitation
department conducted outreach
programme and reached out to the
youth aspiring to start their own
business enterprise and contribute
to the society.

The Lt Governor highlighted the
resolve of the UT Administration,
under the guidance of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, to
create a progressive entrepreneurial
ecosystem in the UT.

“Entrepreneurship is not merely

a means of livelihood for youth

but a potent instrument to fulfill
their aspirations and dreams.

J&K Government is committed

to provide support for skill
development and entrepreneurship
opportunity to empower the future
of the youth,” the Lt Governor said.

The Lt Governor called upon
the youth, especially the girls

of the displaced and migrant
communities to come forward
and avail the benefits of self-
employment schemes of the
government.

He also commended the J&K
Bank for ‘Sewa Se Swabhimaan’,

a dedicated initiative for the
economic empowerment of
Kashmiri Migrants and displaced
families of PoJK and West Pakistan
Refugees.

Officials of various departments
were also felicitated for their
important contribution to the self-
employment initiative.

Vikramjit Singh, Commissioner
Secretary, Industries & Commerce
Department; Baldev Prakash,

MD and CEO J&K Bank; Arvind
Karwani, Relief and Rehabilitation
Commissioner (Migrants), senior
officers, prominent citizens and
beneficiaries were present.

ip-is-not-merely-a-means-of-livelihood-for-youth-but-a-
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ACHIEVEMENT

Dr. Muhammad Amjad Saqib,

received Hilal-i-iImtiaz in

recognition of his services in the
field of social services

r. Muhammad Amjad
Saqib is a development
practitioner, public
servant, philanthropist and
founder of Akhuwat, world’s largest
interest-free microfinance program.
His professional expertise and
employment history include public
management, poverty alleviation,
social development, governance
and educational reform in Pakistan.

Having graduated from King
Edward Medical University, Dr.
Saqib started his career by joining
the esteer'n_ed civil service of _
Pakistan in 1985. He'served at
various high-level governrient =
positions including Punjab Rural ,l-_
Sﬂpport Program (PRSP), a rural &
development and microfinance
initiative by government of Punjab
for seven years. The program aimed
at social mobilization, community
organization and provision of *
financial access to the poor.
Concluding that an alternative
method is needed to cater to the
needs of the poor, he decided to
resign from the civil service and
dedicate his life to the mission of
creating a poverty-free society by
founding Akhuwat.

Dr. Saqib resigned from Civil Service
in 2003 and founded Akhuwat

force since
beginhing. With se Sam
‘of successful opérations, Akhuwat
now presents‘a viable model of
Shariah-compliant microfinance,
which is both sustainable and
replicable. Besides Akhuwat,
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Dr. Saqib is voluntarily serving

many civil society organizations

in the realm of education, health,
disability, banking and finance.

He is also on the board of a
commercial bank and a few public
universities. Besides his pro-bono
services, Dr. Saqib regularly provides
consultancy to various international
development agencies including
the Asian Development Bank (ADB),
International Labor Organization
(ILO), UNICEF, World Bank, Canadian
International Development Agency
(CI-DA), USAID and Foreign gomr;'loni'
Wealth and Development Office

(FCDO, previously DFID) and
different public sector organizations
in Pakistan.

Dr. Saqib has a diverse educational
background. Besides degree in
medicine, he received his master’s
degree in Public Administration
from The American University,
Washington D.C, USA. He has
spoken at highly esteemed
international forums including
Harvard, Oxford and United Nations
Economic and Social Council (UN-
ECOSOC). Dr. Saqib is a prolific
writer angl has authored nine books
available on hi§,¥vebsite.
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The Humanitarian Hero of our
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Time - Zafar Abbas (IJDC) received
Tamgha-e-imtiaz

afar Abbas is a shining

example of what it means

to be a true human being,

always offering support and
encouragement to those in need. He
is a visionary man who inspires others
to take action and make a positive
difference in their communities. Zafar
is a passionate fighter for fairness and
equality, always striving to create a
better world for all.

He has become a prominent figure in
the field of social work, earning the
admiration and respect of all who
have had the pleasure of encountering
him. He has dedicated his life to
serving the less fortunate, providing
them with relief and solace during
their most challenging moments,
irrespective of caste, creed, color, sect
or religion.

Zafar Abbas completed his graduation
from the University of Karachi and
began his professional career in

Sales and Marketing. He worked as

a Sales representative in dominant
companies of Pakistan, such as
Medicam Pvt. Ltd and Pakistan Agro
Chemical. He then progressed to
executive posts in Maaza Pakistan

and Royal Crown Cola U.S.A. Despite
his professional success, he never lost
sight of his passion for social work and
community service. He worked with
his friends and companions to support
those in need during times of crisis,
whether it was responding to a bomb
blast or earthquake.

Currently, He Is Involved In 89
Welfare Projects, Encompassing
A Wide Range Of Areas Including

Rescue, Health, Education, And k

& Welfare. '
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HEALTH

First Lady Jill Biden discusses
health and innovation at AWS
IMAGINE: Nonprofit conference

The event gathered leaders and innovators to discuss how technology can
positively impact healthcare and health research globally.

n March 20, First Lady Jill
Biden delivered remarks
at the AWS IMAGINE:
Nonprofit Conference at
Amazon Web Services, Inc. (AWS)
in Arlington, Virginia. The annual
event brings together leaders
from nonprofit, technology, and
healthcare organizations from
across the country to discuss how
technology can accelerate mission
outcomes. Dr. Biden highlighted
efforts to advance women’s health
research and innovation, including
through her work leading the
White House Initiative on Women'’s
Health Research, which aims to
fundamentally change how the
United States approaches and
funds women'’s health research.

“In November, Joe and | launched
the first-ever White House
Initiative on Women'’s Health
Research, with a clear goal: to
fundamentally change how
our nation approaches and

funds

research on women’s health,”

said First Lady Jill Biden. “When

our nonprofits come together

with universities, entrepreneurs,
investors, and city and state leaders
to drive innovation you’ve proven
there’s nothing that’s beyond our
capacity. | encourage you to harness
that same spirit of discovery and
ambition to take on the next great
health care challenge of our time—
finding innovative solutions in
women’s health.”

“It was an honor to welcome
the First Lady to HQ2. Dr. Biden
outlined an inspirational vision for
how technology is transforming
healthcare and health research,”
said Dave Levy, VP, AWS worldwide
public sector. “AWS is committed
to helping advance that
vision by enabling
innovation that
helps our
government,
nonprofits,
and other
public

sector customers improve
healthcare delivery in the United
States and around the world.”

AWS helps nonprofits unlock the
full potential of the AWS Cloud and
leverage cutting-edge technologies
such as generative Al, analytics, and
edge computing to drive innovation
and deliver positive impact in areas
ranging from preserving the health
of our planet to finding cures for
rare diseases. Through the course
of the event, nonprofit leaders
shared inspiring stories of how AWS
technology is helping organizations
accomplish their unique missions
faster. There were examples of
nonprofits using generative Al to
provide support to organizations
addressing mental health and
humanitarian crises; leveraging high
performance computing to analyze
massive amounts of data to forecast
risks and interventions that
protect the planet;
and using machine
learning to

democratize access to health
research and speed up research
into cancer and infectious diseases.

Michael Hund, CEO of EB Research
Partnership, a nonprofit dedicated
to finding a cure for a rare disease
impacting children, reflected on

Dr. Biden’s message, saying, “As

a nonprofit leader, hearing the

First Lady address the nonprofit
sector directly and communicate
her passion for reducing structural
and systemic inequities in health,
and specifically women'’s health,
provided powerful inspiration for all
of us pursuing ambitious goals, like
finding cures, protecting the planet,
and scaling vital services to so many
around the world.”

AWS also announced that new
funding will be available through
the AWS IMAGINE Grant for
nonprofit and nonprofit health
organizations using generative Al in
their pursuit of large-scale projects.
The AWS IMAGINE Grant Pathfinder
- Generative Al award may provide
up to $200,000 in financial

support and up to $100,000

in AWS Promotional Credit,
alongside an engagement

Innovation Center, to leverage
this technology for meaningful
impact.

with the AWS Generative Al T
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In addition to Dr. Biden, the
keynote stage featured Allyson
Fryhoff, managing director of

the AWS Global Healthcare and
Nonprofit team; Bourhan Yassin,
CEO of Rainforest Connection;
Chris Anderson, curator of TED;

and Michael Hund, CEO of EB
Research Partnership. From
delivering scaled solutions that
protect our natural world to setting
audacious goals and timelines to
find cures for rare diseases, these
leaders highlighted the importance
of leveraging technology to
accelerate important nonprofit
missions. The event included a
number of educational sessions on
important technology applications,
including how to build a strong
data foundation, the purposeful
use of Al in a human-centered and
responsible manner, and demos
and technical workshops featuring
AWS generative Al services such as
Amazon Bedrock and Amazon Q.
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Dr. Biden discussed the White
House’s commitment to advancing
women’s health and research.
AWS shares this commitment,
including by prioritizing cloud-
based solutions aimed at increasing
access to care for women'’s health.
In January 2024, AWS increased

its total commitment to the AWS
Health Equity Initiative to $60
million to enable the missions

of customers such as Jacaranda
Health, which is leveraging AWS

Al and machine learning tools to
empower women to seek timely,
appropriate maternal healthcare
across Sub-Saharan Africa through
two-way SMS text exchanges.

AWS remains dedicated to
collaborating with nonprofit and
health organizations globally to
identify and implement the right
technology solutions for their
causes and communities. Review
more information on AWS IMAGINE:
Nonprofit conference and watch
the First Lady’s
keynote
speech.
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Crypto Is Coming: Are Religious
Nonprofits Ready For It?

s of January, 56% of the
largest U.S. charities now
accept cryptocurrency
donations.

According to The Giving Block, a
crypto-giving platform for charities,
more than $2 billion in crypto has
been donated to nonprofits since
2018.

Earlier this year, the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission
approved 11 new bitcoin exchange-
traded fund, or ETFs, leading many
to believe digital currencies are
becoming more mainstream.

Ministries like World Vision and
Compassion International have
already incorporated crypto
donations into their fundraising
options.

Others are still trying to figure out if
the rewards outweigh the risks for
their ministries, and what exactly
the rise in crypto-philanthropy
means for nonprofits.

For donors, there is a definite
appeal. Not only do they get to
claim a tax deduction, but they also
don't have to pay capital gains taxes
on the donated crypto.

“The charitable deduction is so
valuable,” says Andie Kramer.

Kramer is a lawyer who advises
clients on charitable contributions,
digital assets, and crypto. She

sees crypto as an opportunity for
nonprofits “to expand your donor
base and charitable contributions.”

This diversification is a big reason
World Vision decided to accept
crypto donations. In a statement
to MinistryWatch, the organization
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said that “cryptocurrency donations
can provide an additional revenue
stream, diversifying funding sources
and potentially reaching new donors
who prefer using digital assets.”

Millennials and Generation Z make
up 94% of all crypto buyers. The
Giving Block reports that “crypto
donations have become the fastest-
growing giving method for young
donors, with more than $400
million in crypto donations made to
nonprofits in 2021.”

While crypto donations do carry
benefits, there are also important
considerations.

Picking a platform

There are multiple ways to accept
crypto donations — some easier
than others. The National Council
of Nonprofits lists four options:

A donor advised fund, a crypto-
donation platform like The Giving
Block or Engiven, a crypto exchan
ge, or a dedicated wallet to receive
donations without an intermediary.

Each of these platforms has benefits
and drawbacks, and it’'s important
for nonprofits to research which one
will work best for them.

“Nonprofit leaders need

to be educated on what to
do with the crypto when
they receive it,” says Nils
Smith, co-author of “Crypto
for Good: Demystifying
Cryptocurrencies for
Nonprofits.”

He recommends using a third-party
platform, such as Engiven (Smith
also sits on the advisory board of
Engiven).

“You don’t want to be the one
processing. You use a third-party to
make it easy for donors and yourself
so you can focus on the ministry,” he
notes.

Third-party apps vary in terms of
their pricing tiers, but they offer
the benefit of converting the
crypto donation to U.S. dollars and
automatically processing receipts.

Policies and procedures

Along with a chosen platform,
nonprofits are also responsible
for ensuring their policies and
procedures around crypto
donations are up to date.

If a nonprofit decides to accept
crypto, they “need to update their
gift acceptance policy,” says Alex
Wilson, co-founder of the Giving
Block.

That's because crypto is considered
an in-kind gift in the eyes of the IRS.
And nonprofits have to adhere to
the tax reporting required for these
types of gifts.

The Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability has taken note of the
rise in donations and recommends
Capin-Crouse’s guidelines on tax
reporting.

Convert it quickly

Another general consensus is that
nonprofits need to convert their
crypto donations quickly.

“The best course is to automatically
convert and put the cash to use,”
Wilson says.

The reason being crypto markets
are volatile. In November of 2021 a

bitcoin was worth
more than $68,000,
but a year later

was trading below
$20,000.

Smith agrees. “In

the last month

bitcoin has varied

by 20% of its

value. ... If you

can (convert) it
instantaneously

it helps for
bookkeeping

purposes to have the
same value as it was
donated. If you sit on

it you're gambling with
donor dollars. That's not a
wise use.”

Scams and hacking
concerns

Some nonprofit leaders have
raised concerns about hacking and
criminal activity when it comes to
cryptocurrencies, since there isn’t
much oversight from governments
or banking systems.

Smith says this is a fair concern —
there are people using crypto for
nefarious reasons. But that doesn't
mean it isn’t an “asset that can be
used for good as well.”

“We have to be wise with
it, to make sure we're

not gambling with it, or
holding it in a digital wallet
we don’t know how to
secure,” he said. Especially
since individual wallets are
susceptible to hackers.

The Giving Block screens donations
through the Office of Foreign Assets
Control sanctions list.

If an illicit transaction were to
happen, “we could refund it and

send

money

back,” Wilson said. “We use the
same tools the U.S. government
uses for law enforcement. OFAC
and FinCEN (Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network) will create
a blacklist of wallets. It's more
regulated than people realize.”

Still, it is possible for individuals to
make anonymous donations with
crypto, and the nonprofit might not
ever have an idea of who or where
the donation came from.

In addition, Christians should be
wary of crypto scams, especially
pastors preaching “get rich quick”
schemes involving cryptocurrencies
— like Eli Regalado, a Denver pastor
who recently defrauded more than
300 people.

Is crypto here to stay?

Investors and interest in crypto
continue to grow. Last month, the
total market value of bitcoin went
past the $1 trillion mark.

Smith believes that “as an asset
class (crypto is) going to continue

to grow, from an
adoption standpoint it’s

going to continue to grow ... from

a donor engagement opportunity

(it) will continue to grow.”

The truth is, though, “most
ministries get 2-3 (donations) a year.
It's not a mass surge, but we are
seeing over time people wanting to
give different types of assets, and
crypto is just one of those,” Smith
said.

Wilson agrees. He believes crypto
will just become part of an
organization’s overall fundraising
plan.

“The key thing for them is thinking
about it holistically. It doesn’'t need
to be off on its own island,” he said.

As far as the future of giving?

“It's part of it,” Wilson says. “And it’s
only going to become a bigger part
of it. | don’t think 100% of giving

is going to be crypto, but it will
become a bigger piece of the pie.”

Source: https:/religionunplugged.com/news/2024/3/22/crypto-is-coming-are-nonprofits-ready-for-it
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CLFoundation, the

corporate social

responsibility arm of

HCL Technologies, has
approved a grant of around Rs 16.5
crore for nine NGOs to undertake
projects related to the preservation
of endangered species to perinatal
mental health, childcare in rural
India and others.

The IT services company in a filing
said that HCLFoundation has
announced the winner NGOs of
the 2024 edition of its flagship
programme HCLTech Grant.

Among the winners, three

NGOs, The Corbett Foundation
(environment), Sangath (health)
and Makkala Jagriti (education),
will receive Rs 5 crore each for their
projects of four-year duration.

Besides, six NGOs will receive grants
of Rs 25 lakh each for their projects
of one-year duration.

HCLTech Grant supports projects
in sustainable rural development
in India across environment, health
and education. HCLFoundation has
committed funding of Rs 146.95
crore through HCLTech Grant for
various projects.

Source: https:/www.devdiscourse.comy/article/education/2850573-hclfoundation-announces-grants-to-9-ngos-for-various-

projects
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Hong Kong NGOs must have

61

fair allocation of funds

A revision of subsidy rules that takes into account whether city
social welfare groups support the government has raised concern

ore public policies are
being reviewed in the
wake of Hong Kong’s
changing political

and social circumstances. Non-
government welfare organisations
seeking subsidies from the
administration are the latest to be
affected. The new criteria should
be clearly explained to make
compliance easier.

The social welfare sector is
understandably concerned when
funding rules are revised to take
into account whether individual
groups support the government.
Under a new scoring system, those
that have organised events or
activities backing official policies
over the past three years will stand
a better chance of getting money.

Such events, according to the Social
Welfare Department, include those

o

N

related to national education and
the country’s development, as well
as activities celebrating the October
1 National Day or July 1 anniversary
of the city’s return to Chinese rule.

There are those who liken the
latest move to political censorship.
Officials said having patriotic
social welfare organisations that
supported the administration
would ensure everything was in
place to benefit those in need.
The department said it had

also “increased the weight for
establishing district liaison or
service networks in the scoring
rubric to highlight the importance
of strategic collaboration in the
community”.

This is apparently in line with
the revamp to enhance the
administration of districts.

Like it or not, governance is to be
confined in the hands of “patriots”
following the imposition of the
national security law and electoral
revamp. Recipients of public
funding are therefore expected to
cooperate with the government, not
confront it.

While some welfare groups said
they did not object to the new
scoring system, the weighting of
different assessment criteria should
be spelled out so groups know what
is expected of them.

NGOs are an integral part of the
city’s social welfare safety net.
Officials are expected to monitor
the funding and performance of the
groups, taking into account service
quality and other factors to ensure
public money is well spent.

Source: https/www.scmp.com,
comment/opinion/article/3255621/hong-
kong-ngos-must-have-fair-allocation-
funds
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A celebrity-backed startup
takes on the local aid funding

‘Here’s what we have. What can you do with it?’

Irwin Loy

ow do humanitarian

donors break through

long-standing

roadblocks to get
funding to frontline aid groups?
A celebrity-backed startup says it
has an answer.

BlueCheck Ukraine is quickly
vetting and funding small Ukrainian
NGOs and civil society groups on
the front lines of a war that has
killed 10,000 people and uprooted
one in five Ukrainians.

The foundation is brushing past
persistent hangups that have
stalled the aid sector’s localisation
promises - and it's co-founded

by a team that includes a veteran
humanitarian, a TV producer, and
actor Liev Schreiber.

It's sending money quickly to
grassroots groups, with few strings
and little paperwork. It tries to
address donor compliance fears

by teaming up with pro bono due
diligence lawyers. And it wants
organisations that receive money to
choose how to spend it.

“l think we see ourselves as a
champion for localised aid,” said
Jason Cone, one of BlueCheck’s co-
founders and formerly the executive
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director of Doctors Without Borders,
or Médecins Sans Frontieres, in the
UsS.

“Usually... you need to
spend a lot of time to prove
that you'’re good enough to
receive this money.”

Since the start of Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine in February 2022, less
than 1% of humanitarian donor
funding has gone straight to local
aid groups, UN statistics suggest.

At least two thirds of the 600 aid
organisations operating (and on the
UN's radar) are Ukrainian NGOs.

Starenki, a Kyiv-based foundation
that helps elderly people, including
those trapped on the front lines,
received a $50,000 grant from
BlueCheck after the war erupted.

The money was one thing, but CEO
Varvara Tertychna said she was
struck by how little time she had
to spend getting it. BlueCheck, she
said, handled the vetting process
and demanded little from her.

“Usually, a donor is an organisation
with whom you need to spend a lot
of time to prove that you're good
enough to receive this money,” she
said.

“This is really a big difference if you
are a smaller organisation, very
short on staff, you're trying to do
work in the field, and you are not
very strong in bureaucracy.”

Finding ways to fund frontline
groups - and to make aid more
genuinely driven from the ground
up - is increasingly urgent in
Ukraine and beyond, analysts say.

Needs are spiralling, budgetsare
shrinking, emergencies are lasting
longer, and the conventional
international aid sector is
overstretched.

Frontline groups are first to respond
and the last to leave, but rarely
receive the support the aid sector
has promised over years of reform
pledges. And aid is frequently
delivered first by pop-up, volunteer-
powered groups that need money
but aren’t part of the aid machinery.

BlueCheck’s founders say its
formula is working in Ukraine and
could be exported elsewhere. But
it's also a question of scale: It gave
$3 million last year, but the cost of
global humanitarian response is in
the tens of billions.

A fraction of a
percentage point for
local aid

By any measure, the amount

of money available to local
humanitarian groups in Ukraine has
been a trickle.

Of the more than $6.4 billion donors
gave to fund humanitarian response
plans in Ukraine since February
2022, only a fraction of a percentage
point - 0.71% - was sent directly
to the Ukrainian NGOs and civil

society groups risking their lives on
the front lines, according to figures
from the UN'’s system for tracking
humanitarian funding flows.

A portion of pooled funds - pots
of donor cash meant to be more
flexible - is also passed to select
local NGOs. But even for a sector
that has consistently failed to
meet its targets to shift power and
money, it’s a jarringly tiny sum.

That means little funding available
for organisations like Starenki.
According to a September study

of localisation in Ukraine, only half
of Ukrainian NGOs said they were
financially stable. Many of the most
precarious NGOs had less than
three months of operating budget
on hand. In a February survey of
women-led organisations, only 12%
said they had enough money to
operate this year.

Tertychna said her biggest surprise
receiving funding from BlueCheck
was what she could do with it.
Money for the overhead costs

that keep NGOs afloat - staff and
office expenses, for example - is a
rarity in the humanitarian sector,
especially for local groups that wait
for funding to trickle down through
middlemen UN agencies and big
NGOs.

“It is almost impossible to fundraise
for organisational needs, like for
salaries of the staff,” Tertychna said,
explaining her surprise: “When |
asked if | can spend this budget

for administration, like the salaries
and other things there in the field,
and they said, ‘Yes, just spend it the
way you think it will be the most
productive.”

She used it to hire staff for what had
been a largely volunteer-powered
organisation.

BlueCheck’s model has been
noticed by those looking for signs of
change in the humanitarian system.

“You need more humanitarian-to-
humanitarian ventures among the
internationals to get through these
roadblocks,” said Abby Stoddard,
a'partner with research and

policy consultants Humanitarian
Outcomes.

She’s not involved with BlueCheck,
but calls its vetting model “an
interesting idea”.

“We speak a lot about the slowness
of the humanitarian sector, which is
caused by a lot of these compliance
regulations and accountability
concerns, which are important,”
Stoddard said. “But in a major
emergency when it's taking three
months to approve a small grant

to a local organisation that is out of
money and trying to do whatever
they can, this is not an effective
system. It's not timely and it’s not
what you expect for the emergency
humanitarian sector.”

How it works

BlueCheck started in the days after
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

A former colleague approached
Cone with a question: “What can we
do to help?”

BlueCheck’s co-founders have day
jobs. Schreiber, who has become
something of a public face for

the organisation and for Ukraine
advocacy in the US, knew Cone’s
former colleague from grad school.

They and others in their network
started thinking about what would
add value in a response where big
global aid groups looked set to
dominate.

Ukraine didn’t need the “traditional
international boots-on-the-ground”
model, Cone believed. But the
perception of corruption in Ukraine
would likely stand in the way of
donors opening their wallets for
local groups, he thought, while tiny
volunteer outfits were springing

up and responding first, and would
soon need funding to keep going.

“How could we essentially
streamline that, and fasttrack
funding to these smaller, more
nimble grassroots organisations?”
Cone said, describing the thought
process.

He said BlueCheck donated about
$3 million in 2023, its first full
calendar year of operation.

“It's not the billions that the aid
system is deploying. It's more

about who we're funding and the
way we’re trying to put less of the
burden on the people taking the
risk, doing the work,” said Cone, who
also oversees policy and manages
grants at Robin Hood, a New York-
based anti-poverty foundation.

“A lot of the organisations
doing the hardest and
most impactful and needful
work don’t have time to

fill out massive amounts of
paperwork.”

BlueCheck didn’t start out trying to
address the aid sector’s localisation
agenda - more often the realm

of panel discussions, acronym-
thickened reports, and glacial
change, rather than fodder for CNN
interviews.

But the gap in the market became
clear with every email or message
passed along from a Ukrainian
organisation with a long list of plans
but little cash to get going.

“The needs are semi-endless,” said
Murphy Poindexter, another co-
founder.

One organisation, Spiv Diia, had
helped to build a national hotline
to connect aid with people that
needed it. Other recipients include
groups that do landmine removal,
direct cash, trauma counselling,
emergency evacuations, and care
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for children with cerebral palsy or
autism in areas where services have
crashed.

BlueCheck now funds 27 groups,
many of which didn’t exist before
the war. Most have fewer than 25
staff and yearly budgets under
$500,000.

“For localisation, one thing we've
seen is a lot of the organisations
doing the hardest and most
impactful and needful work

don’t have time to fill out massive
amounts of paperwork,” said
Poindexter, who has a background
in finance and startups, not
humanitarian response.

“l don’'t know if [our grants process]
is backwards from others, but we
raise money, we have it in the bank,
and we go to our partners and say,
‘Here’s what we have. What can you
do with it?”

BlueCheck’s pre-vetting
model hinges on the
pro bono due diligence
work provided by
global law firm Ropes

& Gray and Integrity
Risk International, a risk
consultancy.

They conduct extensive
checks on BlueCheck
partners, sifting through
sanctions lists and
media, and weighing
“reputational risks” on
top of the legal logjams.

“We can come in and help add

that extra layer of diligence

to understand who these
organisations are, who these people
are, if there are red flags,” said
Amanda Raad, co-lead for anti-
corruption and international risk at
Ropes & Gray.

Raad said checks can be done
in “a matter of days, in an ideal

world”. For its part, BlueCheck says
its fastest turnaround time from
donation to bank transfer is less
than two weeks.

NeXxt steps

But there’s an obvious three-
million-dollar question hanging
over BlueCheck’s direct-funding
model: Will it scale?

The foundation’s $3 million portfolio

in 2023 is tiny compared to what
the global humanitarian sector can
clear.

In comparison, this year's UN-
backed response plan for Ukraine
has a price tag of $3.1 billion, on top
of another $1 billion for a regional
refugee plan. Global response plans
total $46 billion.

“I think it will only be truly helpful if
it can be scaled,” Stoddard says of
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BlueCheck’s model. “ mean, if you
can do it for 10 organisations, that’s
one thing. But in Ukraine, there

are hundreds if not thousands of
organisations that could use this.”

But if BlueCheck’s model is
successful as a “proof of concept”
in Ukraine, then it may be useful
elsewhere, she suggested.

to lacal groups

Humanitarian)

“l think if we’re serious about
localisation, there’s going to have to
be a change in the funding model,”
she said. “It can't all be through
international organisations.”

Raad of Ropes & Gray said the
model is “definitely” scalable, and
her firm is interested.in supporting
this: “l guess the question is: Is it
scalable to do entirely pro bono? It
does take a lot of resources.”

Cone of BlueCheck believes

the model is expandable to
other regions. “That’s an active
conversation with our board,” he
said.

But the biggest stumbling block is
money. As the war digs into a third
year, Cone said “donor fatigue” is
setting in. Like the Ukrainian groups
it supports, BlueCheck, too, says it's
struggling to raise funds.

For now, Tertychna

of Starenki says the
support has stabilised
her organisation. They've
hired new staff, and
plan to further expand
in frontline areas, where
needs are reaching
“severe and catastrophic
levels”, according to the
UN.

WSO T 0Tt

Many Ukrainians who
left as refugees are
younger; many of those
who stayed behind are
elderly, Tertychna said.

The M

“It is the war that made us expand,”
she said, “because the point of fact
is that many, many elderly are left
on the front line.”

BlueCheck funding, she said,
“brought the clarity in our future
actions. We have the budget. We
just need to work on providing
help.”

Source: https:/www.thenewhumanitarian:org/news-feature/2024/03/26/celebrity-backed-startup-takes-local-aid-funding-

puzzle

64
]

Foundatiol

on impact
Nigeria's

A-Foundation and Peace and

Social Justice have unveiled

a report on the reality of

insecurity stranglehold on the
Nigerian education sector.

Meawhile, She expressed
excitement about the new
appointment of Retired General
Ja’afar as the Executive Director

of the newly commissioned
Alamajiri and out of school children
commission, looking forward to
working with the commission.

In his presentation, The Lead
Speaker, Chief Executive Officer,
Halogen Group, Wale Olaoye said
institutionalization of education
as a form of prevention and tool
of personal, political and social
transformation is strategically vital
to the possibilities of establishing
lasting peace in Nigeria.

IA-Foundation is a UK-based
educational charity which was
setup to reduce the number of
out-of-school children in Nigeria
While PSJ-UK is a UK-based
advocacy NGO of diasporans

and friends of Nigeria who are
committed to peacebuilding and
social justice in Nigeria.

Adeagbo added that they are
looking forward to the senate bill
being discussed to penalise parents
who do not send their children/
ward to school.

Wale, who spoke on the theme:
Nigeria: llliteracy and Insecurity,
suggested that Comprehensive
and sustained integration of
educational interventions into the
whole of society is more likely to
yield transformative results.

Speaking also, The Chief Executive
Officer, PS3-UK, Ayo ed,gldgmn,noted
that every year since im“ah'umd reds
of innocent chill,m;ﬂ-?\ primary-and
secondary schools across the nation
are snatched away, their dreams

held hostage for ransom.
The Founder, IA-Foundation, Y

Ibironke Adeagbo described Ayo said -I&_-::'Htl'd‘ren have become
Education as the cornerstone of victimg:ﬁlo_é"harrowing cycle of [
nation’s development, fostering kidnapping and ransom demands.
critical thinking, opportunity, and i
a brighter future.

The realities are contained in
the report recently launched at
the Jubilee Room of the House
of Parliament, London, United
Kingdom.

According to him, Lifelong
learning is essential to supporting
the full development of the
person, and nurturing capacity
development throughout life to
respond to emergent threats in a
changing world.

A Conservative Member of
Parliament, United Kingdom,
Fiona Bruce MP, lauded the efforts
of both NGOs, assuring the report
will be presented to the Minister
of State of the United Kingdom for
Developmeent and Africa, Andrew
Mitchell.

"r'me,\lllér return, the weight of this
fear has forced numerous schools
to close their doors, leaving a
generation in the shadows of an
uncertain future.

She, however, stated that the
cornerstone is under siege, noting
that Schools once regarded as
safe havens for learning have
become targets of violence and
terror.

In the Report, the NGOs proposed
recommendations aimed at
safeguarding schools, restoring

a sense of safety, and ensuring
that every child in Nigeria has the
chance to learn and thrive.

According to her, the importance
of education cannot but be
overemphasized and such is
imperative for any growing
nations with such an alarming
rate of out-of-school children like
Nigeria.

Adeagbo explained that Nigeria
has been grappling with a
pervasive and deeply troubling
phenomenon: the alarming
escalation of insecurity within
its education sector over the last
10 years, since the 2014 Chibok
school girl’'s abduction.

Source: https./www.vanguardngr.
com/2024/03/foundation-ngo-unveil-
[eport-on-impact-of-insecurity-in-
nigerias-education-sector,
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Japan extends Tk 33.5m grant to
two Bangladeshi NGOs

he government of Japan

has extended a grant of

USD 306,692, approximately

Tk 33.5 million, to two
Bangladeshi NGOs, Bangladesh
Shishu Hospital & Institute and
JAAGO Foundation Trust.

Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh
Iwama Kiminori signed the grant
contracts for Grass-Roots Human
Security Projects (GGHSP) at the
Embassy of Japan with the respective
organizations on March 24.

Bangladesh Shishu Hospital &
Institute has been awarded USD
83,424 as a grant for the project
- Strengthening Medical System
of Haematological Diseases for
Children in Dhaka district.

Bangladesh Shishu Hospital &
Institute, a government-funded
hospital, provides medical, surgical
treatment, and diagnostic services.

With the assistance of the GGHSP
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funding, Bangladesh Shishu
Hospital & Institute will procure and
install three medical equipment (1
Refrigerated Centrifuge Machine,

1 Plasma Storage Freezer, and 1
Automated Aphaeresis Machine)

to provide the treatment of
haematological diseases including
blood cancer and thalassemia for
children.

JAAGO Foundation Trust
has been awarded USD
223,268 as a grant for the
project - Construction of

a School Building for a
Digital School in Bandarban
District.

JAAGO Foundation Trust is working
to provide free quality education

to underprivileged children, and
empowering youth leaders.

With the assistance of the GGHSP
funding, JAAGO Foundation Trust

will construct a 2-storied reinforced
concrete building of primary and
secondary school instead of the
current temporary wooden school
in Bandarban district to improve
access to quality education for the
grass-roots community, where the
students will be able to complete
up to secondary school certificate
exam (equivalent to 12 years of
education).

Japan has supported 217 NGO
projects through its Grant
Assistance for Grass-Roots Human
Security Projects (GGHSP) since
1989 with the view to enhancing
economic and social human
security in the grass-roots levels.

The total sum of these GGHSP
grants extended to NGOs in
Bangladesh to date amounts
approximately to $17.2 million, said
the Embassy. —UNB

Source: https./www.observerbd.com,
news.php?id=465910

Anne Gelhaus

Registration is open for the eighth
annual Foster5K & Kids Dash, a
fundraiser for Child Advocates of
Silicon Valley. The April 28 event
supports the Milpitas-based
nonprofit's Court Appointed Special
Advocate (CASA) Program for foster
youth.

Nearly 500 kids, teenagers and
adults came out for last year’s event.
“Seeing how far we’ve come since
our first event in Los Altos in 2017,
through all kinds of challenges,
really shows how much people care
about helping foster kids,” volunteer
Debbie Crouse said in a statement.

This year's 5K starts at 9 a.m,,
followed by a Kids Dash at 10 am. at
Martial Cottle Park, 5283 Snell Ave.
in San Jose. The event features DJs
and raffle prizes.

Register at foster5k.org or get
involved as a volunteer by emailing
info@foster5k.org.

Foster youth advocates

Child Advocates of Silicon Valley
swore in 30 new Court Appointed
Special Advocate (CASA) volunteers
at the agency’s main office in
Milpitas on Tuesday, March 19. All
graduates completed 30 hours
of pre-service training in a hybrid
format with in-person and virtual
presentations on various topics,
including child development and
outcomes planning. Additionally,
the graduates attended a
mandatory tour of the court.

The training process concluded on
Tuesday evening with a swear-in
ceremony by the honorable Shawna
Schwarz, supervising judge of the
Santa Clara County Dependency
Court.

Helping neighbors
rebuild

Rebuilding Together Silicon

Valley is taking volunteer sign-

ups for National Rebuilding Day
on Saturday, April 27. Individuals
and organizations can sign up to
help low-income residents and
nonprofits with maintenance and
repairs. All skill levels are welcome.

To sign up to volunteer, visit https://
rebuildingtogethersv.org/programs/

rebuilding-day.

Source: https/www.mercurynews.com/2024/03/24/child-advocates-sets-fosterbk-fundraiser-for-april-28,
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Billionaire Philanthropist
Mackenzie Scott Donates $57
Million to Bay Area Nonprofits

illionaire philanthropist

and author MacKenzie

Scott is giving $640

million to 361 small
nonprofits — including some $57
million to over 30 Bay Area groups
— that responded to an open call
for applications.

Scott’s foundation, Yield
Giving, announced
its first round of
donations on
Tuesday. The

married to Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos, had initially pledged to
give away through the application

The Bay Area nonprofit recipients
address a wide range of social
justice issues, from youth
development and human rights

justice. They include many well-
known local organizations, such
as 826 Valencia, Youth ALIVE!
and Ella Baker Center for Human
Rights.

“This incredible investment from
MacKenzie Scott’s Yield Giving

is a testament to the impact of
our work,” said Veronica Goei,
executive director of San José-
based Grail Family Services, in a
press release. “We are committed
to using this funding strategically
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to improve access to foundational
resources in their communities.
They are vital agents of change.”

The increase in both the award
amount and the number of
organizations who were selected
is “a pleasant surprise,” said Elisha
Smith Arrillaga, vice president

at The Center for Effective
Philanthropy. She is interested

in learning more about the
applicants’ experience of the
process and whether Scott will
continue to use this process going
forward.

Some 6,353 nonprofits applied
for the $1 million grants when
applications opened.

“The donor team decided to

expand the awardee pool and
the award amount,” said Lever
for Change, which specializes

she said. Her organization

also advises funders who

run competitive grants or
philanthropic prize competitions
to phase the application to
diminish the burden of applying
on any organization that is
eliminated early.

Megan Peterson, executive
director of the Minnesota-based
nonprofit, Gender Justice, said the
application was a rare opportunity
to get noticed by Scott.

“Having seen the types of work
that she has supported in the
past, we did feel like, ‘Oh, if only
she knew that we were out here
racking up wins,” Peterson said.

Her organization has recently
won lawsuits regarding access
to emergency contraception and
the rights of trans youth to play

led nonprofits with missions

“to advance the voices and
opportunities of individuals and
families of meager or modest
means,” Yield Giving said on its
website. Only nonprofits with
annual budgets between $1 and
$5 million were eligible to apply.

The awardees were selected
through a multilayer process,
where applicants scored fellow
applicants, and then the top
organizations were reviewed by a
panel of outside experts.

Scott has given away $16.5 billion
from the fortune she came

into after divorcing Amazon
founder Jeff Bezos. Initially, she
publicized the gifts in online blog
posts, sometimes naming the

organizations and sometimes not.

She launched a database of her

$640 million to address the root causes of . : hilanthropic ori s Th lan ¢ the fund giving in December 2022 under
in grants inequity and create lasting in running philanthropic prize sports. They plan to use the funds  the name Yield Giving.

L, awards. to expand their work into North
amount to change for families. . .
more than ] ) Dakota. Peterson said the funds In an essay reflecting on the
double Since Scott bedan qiving away The 279 nonprofits that received  myst be used for tax-exempt website, she wrote, “Information
what billions in 2019, she and her team top scores from an external review  pyrposes but otherwise come from other people — other givers,
Scott have researched and selected par?el were aW*_"d":d $2_ million, with no restrictions or reporting my team, the nonprofit teams
f i | organizations without an while 82 organizations in a second  requirements — just like Scott's I've been giving to — has been
ormerly tier received $1 million each.

application process and
provided them with large,
unrestricted gifts.

In a brief note on her
website, Scott wrote
she was grateful to
Lever for Change,
the organization that

and the evaluators

for “their roles in
creating this

working

managed the open call,

LA OLLLLLLLLLLALL D

Competitions like Scott’s open
call can help organizations who
do not have connections with a
specific funder get considered,
said Renee Karibi-Whyte, senior
vice president of Rockefeller
Philanthropy Advisors.

“One of the best things
about prize philanthropy
is that it surfaces people

access to the people in
the power centers and
the funding,”

previous grants.

“] think she’s really
helping to set a new path
for philanthropy broadly,
which is with that
philosophy of: Find people
doing good work and give
them resources and then
get out of the way,”

Peterson said of Scott. ‘1 am

philanthropy broadly.”

The open call asked for
applications from community-

enormously helpful to me. If more

information about these gifts can
be helpful to anyone, | want to
share it.”

Smith Arrillaga, of CEP, said

it was important that Scott

is “continuing to honor her
commitment in terms of giving
away her wealth, even though
she’s thinking, changing and
tweaking the ‘how’ of how it’s
done and she’s still trying to

pathway to and organizations grateful for not just the support go with the spirit of what she
support for and institutions that individually, but the way in which ~ committed to.
people otherwise wouldn’t have | think she is having an impact on

Source: https/www.kged.
org/news/11980101/billionaire-
philanthropist-mackenzie-scott-
donates-57-million-to-bay-area-

nonprofits
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https://yieldgiving.com/gifts/?essay=20240319&locations=us_west_ca_alameda,us_west_ca_alameda_county,us_west_ca_contra_costa,us_west_ca_contra_costa_county,us_west_ca_marin_county,us_west_ca_oakland,us_west_ca_richmond,us_west_ca_san_francisco,us_west_ca_san_francisco_bay_area,us_west_ca_san_francisco_county,us_west_ca_san_jose,us_west_ca_san_jose_county,us_west_ca_san_mateo,us_west_ca_san_mateo_county,us_west_ca_san_rafael,us_west_ca_santa_clara_county,us_west_ca_sonoma_county
https://yieldgiving.com/gifts/?essay=20240319&locations=us_west_ca_alameda,us_west_ca_alameda_county,us_west_ca_contra_costa,us_west_ca_contra_costa_county,us_west_ca_marin_county,us_west_ca_oakland,us_west_ca_richmond,us_west_ca_san_francisco,us_west_ca_san_francisco_bay_area,us_west_ca_san_francisco_county,us_west_ca_san_jose,us_west_ca_san_jose_county,us_west_ca_san_mateo,us_west_ca_san_mateo_county,us_west_ca_san_rafael,us_west_ca_santa_clara_county,us_west_ca_sonoma_county
https://apnews.com/article/mackenzie-scott-open-call-philanthropy-adbb6beb833bbac318dcfa95a1e59749
https://apnews.com/article/mackenzie-scott-open-call-philanthropy-adbb6beb833bbac318dcfa95a1e59749
https://apnews.com/article/mackenzie-scott-donations-962490e92faab36492b7481205ec7249
https://apnews.com/article/mackenzie-scott-donations-962490e92faab36492b7481205ec7249
https://yieldgiving.com/essays/open-call-update/
https://apnews.com/article/mackenzie-scott-grants-3bec2a5fd1467e68728eb636d5b9f46a
https://apnews.com/article/business-philanthropy-amazoncom-inc-cd1001a49c168f1d01c99ade96c5c671
https://apnews.com/article/business-philanthropy-amazoncom-inc-cd1001a49c168f1d01c99ade96c5c671
https://yieldgiving.com/essays/bridges-and-barriers/
https://yieldgiving.com/essays/bridges-and-barriers/
https://www.kqed.org/news/11980101/billionaire-philanthropist-mackenzie-scott-donates-57-million-to-bay-area-nonprofits
https://www.kqed.org/news/11980101/billionaire-philanthropist-mackenzie-scott-donates-57-million-to-bay-area-nonprofits
https://www.kqed.org/news/11980101/billionaire-philanthropist-mackenzie-scott-donates-57-million-to-bay-area-nonprofits
https://www.kqed.org/news/11980101/billionaire-philanthropist-mackenzie-scott-donates-57-million-to-bay-area-nonprofits
https://www.kqed.org/news/11980101/billionaire-philanthropist-mackenzie-scott-donates-57-million-to-bay-area-nonprofits

Japan gifts Zim USS 803000
for projects

apan has provided US$803

000 for six programmes

being implemented

with non-governmental
organisations for landmine
clearance, education and health
to improve the human security of
vulnerable groups in Zimbabwe.

Japan is also constructing a judo
dojo through the Judo Association
of Zimbabwe (JAZ).

The six programmes will largely be
in Rushinga, Mudzi, Hwedza, Bikita
and Lupane districts.

Agreements for the projects were
signed yesterday by Japanese
Ambassador to Zimbabwe Mr
Shinichi Yamanaka and the heads
of the six implementing NGOs.

The largest programme in terms
of cost, the land mine clearance

in Mashonaland Central and
Mashonaland East, will be
implemented by the HALO Trust,
with funding of US$507 019.
Construction of school buildings at
Vambo Primary School in Hwedza
District will be carried out by SOS
Children’s Village with US$72 000
provided.

Two second-hand ambulances from
Japan worth US$39 363 are being
given to WizEar Trust and another
two to Silvera Mission Hospital in
Bikita District with SolidarMed the
implementing NGO at a cost of
US$39198.

SightSavers received US$
72 910 for the provision

of medical equipment for
ophthalmic examination
and treatment while Hand
in Hand Zimbabwe received
USS$71 999 for construction
of school buildings for
Gobakhulu Primary School
also in Lupane.

Speaking at the signing ceremony,
Ambassador Yamanaka expressed
the significance of the grant and
his hope that the six projects
would make a positive impact in
the respective communities. He
emphasised the importance of the
commitment of each organisation
to fully and thoroughly implement
their projects for the benefit of the
communities in Zimbabwe.

The grant assistance for
grassroots and human security

projects is a scheme which provides
support to improve Tunic, that is
human needs, such an education,
health, food and nutrition security,
and Woner, that is sanitation and
hygiene, Ambassador Yamanaka
said. It was launched in Zimbabwe
in 1989 and 156 projects have been
implememed so far, with funding
totalling over US$16 million.

The judo dogo would be the first
specialised dojo in the country.

It will allow more extensive judo
training and competitions and is
expected to increase the number of
judo athletes competing at a high
level, aiming for the Olympics.

It is also expected to contribute

to Zimbabwe-Japan friendship

as judo is a sport originating in
Japan, and through practicing judo,
people learn Japanese culture and
language.

The dojo will be constructed
through US$73 498 funding from
the grant assistance for cultural
grassroots projects of the Japanese
at the National Sports Stadium

in Harare, and the project will be
implemented by Judo Association
of Zimbabwe.

Mr Nicholas Stewart from HALO
Trust said the donation will

Source: https:/www.herald.co.zw/japan-gifts-zim-us803-000-for-projects

go a long way in making
Zimbabwe landmine free
country by year end. We
have been operating inin
Zimbabwe since 2013 and
we employ local in areas

we operate in. We clear
landmines and Zimbabwe is
good in clearing land mines.

SOS Children’s Village
national director Mr Admire
Mukunura said: We have
been present in Zimbabwe
since 1980 and we look after
700 vulnerable children. We
want to thank the Embassy
of Japan for the grant and it
will go a long way in help the
children in communities we
operate in.

Chief executive
officer of Hand in
Hand Zimbabwe

Mr Felix Tete said

the work with issue
to do with socio-
economic challenges
and building food
resilience. We support
women and girls in
the communities that
we operate in and

we are grateful to
the Embassy for this
grant, he said.

Sight Savers country director
Mr Peter Bare said their focus
was to provide comprehensive
eye care service throughout
the country. We also support
the control of tracomma in
the country and economic
empowerment of people with
disabilities and this grant will
improve eye care services in
the country, he said.

Other organisations’
representatives also thanked
the Embassy for the grants
and said they would go a
long way in changing lives in
communities.

SECU Foundation welcomes
16 non-profits to Mission
Development Grant Program
with $640,000 in awards;
Robeson County based Hope
Alive Inc. receives funds

new round of Mission

Development grants

approved by the SECU

Foundation Board of
Directors welcomes 16 non-profits
to the two-year capacity building
program, with awards totaling
$640,000. The Foundation’s Mission
Development Grant Program, which
began seven years ago, has been
filling unmet financial needs for
North Carolina non-profits seeking to
strengthen their long-term growth
and stability.

While the goal of the grant program
is to assist non-profits with increasing
organizational capacity, SECU
Foundation has achieved several
measurable goals in the process,
including the ability to respond

to identified needs in areas of the
state with fewer resources, along
with the opportunity to expand its
grantmaking strategy and reach.
Since 2017, over $3 million has

been awarded to 89 non-profit
organizations to help further their
mission of serving others.

“We are thrilled with the program’s
success and strong interest from
non-profits throughout the state,”
said SECU Foundation Executive
Director Jama Campbell in a press
release. “We are seeing positive,
tangible outcomes for grant
recipients working to boost their
capacity and impact for programs
and services that are vital to those
in need. The cooperative efforts of
many amazing people are coming

together to uplift our communities
and the lives of those served by these
non-profits.”

Health care group home Hope

Alice Inc, is committed to making

a meaningful difference in the

lives of individuals and families by
providing a range of essential support
services. Their dedicated team of
professionals forms the backbone of
their organization. Selected for their
expertise, experience, and compassion,
they drive the high-quality services
they offer in Respite Care, In-Home
Support, Behavior Support, and
Rehabilitation Support services
designed to empower individuals,
promote well-being, and foster growth.

Hope Alive Inc. Chief Operating Officer
Bobbie Ghaffar expressed gratitude
for the funding sharing in a written
statement:

“On behalf of our Board and staff,
Hope Alive Inc. is honored to be
selected as a recipient of SECU
Foundation’s Mission Development
Grant program. We look forward to
support in helping with capacity
building to be able to achieve a
replicable model that is sustainable,
mission based, and long term with
providing substance use disorder
treatment services effectively.”

Source: https:/bizfayetteville.com/
more-news/2024/3/22/secu-foundation-
welcomes-16-non-profits-to-mission-
development-grant-program-with-

640000-in-awards-robeson-county-based-
hope-alive-inc-receives-funds/2834
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ANIMAL WELFARE

Animal Shelter in Morocco’s Agadir Seeks
Solidarity, Support Against Eviction

Safaa Kasraoui

he NGO references its
readiness to cooperate with
authorities to manage the
situation of stray animals
in Morocco, emphasizing that an
instant eviction is impossible due to
a lack of resources and logistics.

Rabat - In recent years, activists and
NGOs in Morocco have been active
in raising alarms about the situation
of stray animals, emphasizing
humanitarian and ethical concerns
surrounding their welfare.

The appeals come as many videos
have documented and continue to
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depict the struggle of stray animals,
especially dogs and cats, on the
streets and in shelters.

One of the most disturbing videos
documenting the inhumane
conditions that stray animals are
subjected to was filmed in April

of last year. Graphic footage
showed hungry puppies and dogs
feeding on dead dogs’ flesh in an
abandoned stray dogs shelter near
Rabat.

The video went viral, causing
activists and everyday citizens alike
to react with expressions of shock
and disgust.

Several NGOs in the country have
also raised concerns about the fate
of stray animals, including Morocco
Animal Aid, which issued an appeal
against an eviction targeting their
shelter in Agadir.

The charity organization

contacted Morocco World News
(MWN), appealing attention and
intervention from executives about
local authorities’ alleged threats to
seize dogs from a shelter in Acersif,
a town 68 kilometers away from
Agadir in the Souss-Massa region,
without providing the NGO with a
“legal reason.”

In an interview with

MWN, the founders of the
charity emphasized that
the threats to confiscate
the dogs come despite the
shelter being registered
and with a valid rental
agreement.

Lucy Austin and Fanny Belle, who
are the leaders behind the animal
aid organization, said that local

authorities came to the shelter
on March 5 in a truck to seize the
animals.

“At this point in time, we had not
been made aware of any court
proceedings against us,” the
founders told MWN, noting that
they were taken by surprise to not
be given any legal basis.

The charity organization has sought
legal advice, in which they have
been informed that there has been
a court ruling against them without
their consent or knowledge.

“The judgment had apparently been
issued and resulted in an eviction
order, although we had not been
given the opportunity to exercise
our right to defend and present

our case,” the charity founders said,
adding that the authorities had not
returned since their first appearance
to the shelter.

In this waiting period, fear remains
among the shelter organization,

as they are afraid authorities will
return again for an eviction attempt

“We sent an official
request for a delay to the
Souss-Massa Wilaya and
the Agadir Ida Outanane
prefecture,” the founders
said, adding that they have
been notified that the
eviction will be carried out
eventually.

The organization detailed that two
letters left in the shelter “did not
comply” with provisions, stipulating
that summons must be delivered
in a sealed envelope to bear the
address, the date of notification, as
well as the receipt information.

Rabat - In recent years, activists and
NGOs in Morocco have been active
in raising alarms about the situation
of stray animals, emphasizing
humanitarian and ethical concerns
surrounding their welfare.

The appeals come as many videos
have documented and continue to
depict the struggle of stray animals,
especially dogs and cats, on the
streets and in shelters.

One of the most disturbing videos
documenting the inhumane
conditions that stray animals are
subjected to was filmed in April

of last year. Graphic footage
showed hungry puppies and dogs
feeding on dead dogs’ flesh in an
abandoned stray dogs shelter near
Rabat.

The video went viral, causing
activists and everyday citizens alike
to react with expressions of shock
and disgust.

Several NGOs in the country have
also raised concerns about the fate
of stray animals, including Morocco
Animal Aid, which issued an appeal
against an eviction targeting their
shelter in Agadir.

The charity organization

contacted Morocco World News
(MWN), appealing attention and
intervention from executives about
local authorities’ alleged threats to
seize dogs from a shelter in Acersif,
a town 68 kilometers away from
Agadir in the Souss-Massa region,
without providing the NGO with a
“legal reason.”

Volunteers with puppies

In an interview with MWN, the
founders of the charity emphasized
that the threats to confiscate the
dogs come despite the shelter
being registered and with a valid
rental agreement.

Lucy Austin and Fanny Belle, who
are the leaders behind the animal
aid organization, said that local
authorities came to the shelter

on March 5 in a truck to seize the
animals.

“At this point in time, we had not
been made aware of any court
proceedings against us,” the

founders told MWN, noting that they
were taken by surprise to not be
given any legal basis.

The charity organization has sought
legal advice, in which they have
been informed that there has been
a court ruling against them without
their consent or knowledge.

“The judgment had apparently been
issued and resulted in an eviction
order, although we had not been
given the opportunity to exercise
our right to defend and present

our case,” the charity founders said,
adding that the authorities had not
returned since their first appearance
to the shelter.

In this waiting period, fear remains
among the shelter organization, as
they are afraid authorities will return
again for an eviction attempt

“We sent an official request for a
delay to the Souss-Massa Wilaya and
the Agadir Ida Outanane prefecture,”
the founders said, adding that they
have been notified that the eviction
will be carried out eventually.

The organization detailed that two
letters left in the shelter “did not
comply” with provisions, stipulating
that summons must be delivered
in a sealed envelope to bear the
address, the date of notification, as
well as the receipt information.

Document shared with MWN from
MAA, showing a demand request
for renting a land for dogs shelter
purposes

“Neither of the two letters delivered
to our shelter met these legal
obligations. None of them were
sealed and there was also no
certificate attached to these letters.”

The eviction order means that

the shelter needs to relocate 200
dogs to another place — a situation
defined as uneasy by the founders.
They are seeking public support and
media solidarity for the shelters’
cause.



https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2023/04/354853/video-of-abandoned-stray-dogs-in-dire-conditions-in-shelter-near-rabat-stirs-anger
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2023/05/355723/morocco-urges-local-authorities-to-end-use-of-firearms-poison-against-stray-dogs
https://moroccoanimalaid.com/
https://moroccoanimalaid.com/

MWN has contacted the Agadir
Wilaya for comments but no
response has been provided at the
time of writing.

Commiitted to
partnering with
authorities

“Despite the uncertainty
surrounding the eviction, we
remain committed to our mission
of providing essential care and
support to animals in need, and to
their communities,” the founders
continued to MWN.

They also emphasized their
commitment and keenness to
collaborate with authorities,
emphasizing the importance of
such partnerships for constructive
solutions for both the community
and strays.

Speaking on the logistical
challenges, the founders
added that they have to
start transferring their
animals to other sites
whenever possible—-
stressing that such issues
make it impossible for them
to meet the deadline.

“We fear that the urgency of the
situation will compromise the
welfare of the animals we are trying
to protect.”

Moroccan campaign
against culling

The organization acknowledged
Morocco’s efforts in addressing the
situation of stray dogs, recalling

a 2019 released document from

the Ministry of Interior sent to

all municipalities in Morocco to
establish a regulatory framework for
cooperation among stakeholders

to address the situation of stray
animals.

“At no point in this document is
culling (mass killing of stray dogs)
one of the solutions proposed to
regulate the street population,”
the founders told MWN, noting
that the document promotes the
vaccination, sterilization, and the
adoption of animals instead.

The organization, however,
regretted the persistent use of
different heartbreaking methods of
killing stray animals, including the
use of poison and other methods
that have long been debunked by
scientific evidence as a solution to
minimize street dog populations.

“Through comprehensive
vaccination campaigns and
disease surveillance, we have been
mobilizing dogs as community
health champions, particularly in
combating the scourge of rabies,”
the founders said.

Speaking of the shelter’s
achievement, the founders stressed
that more than 1500 dogs were
sterilized, vaccinated, and returned
to their territory through our
“NoMad program.”

The organization also emphasized
its willingness and commitment to
helping stray animals enjoy more
space and a better condition.

“For the past three years, we have
been exploring all avenues to move
our shelter to a location where our
dogs would have more space, where
we could continue to serve the
community... and yet to be remote
enough to avoid potential noise
issues,” the founders continued.

The organization said that they
were seeking to move to a privately
owned plot of land, but the deal fell
through as the owner changed his
mind.

“Our current setup is not ideal,” they
added. “We have over 600 animals

spread over 4 locations, which
makes our operations a logistical
headache. We don’'t have enough
space or proper facilities. We want
to move.”

-

-

The animal aid organization also
emphasized that their mission is
in line with the UN sustainability
agenda concerning this issue.

It also contributes to the World
Health Organization’s goal of a
rabies-free world by 2030.

Many NGOs and activists have
called for joint action and a shared
responsibility to address the stray
animal situation in Morocco -
especially since the North African
country is holding prestigious
events like the World Cup 2030 and
AFCON 2025.

Last May, a group of animal welfare
organizations in Morocco issued a
joint press release to condemn the
poor treatment of stray animals
across the country.

The associations decried the lack of
action to humanely deal with the
situation of stray animals despite
King Mohammed VI's instructions.

The collective argued that similar
acts against stray animals give a
“totally degraded and depreciated
image of our country in the eyes of
those who witness it.”

Source: https:/www.moroccoworldnews.com/2024/03/361532/animal-shelter-in-moroccos-agadir-seeks-solidarity-support-

against-eviction
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Two locz

Allie Triepke

UNA, Idaho — Two Treasure
Valley nonprofits are
teaming up to rescue even
more animals.

- The canine rescue team is
heading to Emmett and will
have farmland where they plan
to rescue more animals.

- Kuna animal sanctuary,
Dominifarm helped Meridian
Canine Rescue learn how to care
for pigs.

For more updates, check out
Meridian Canine Rescue and
Dominifarm on Facebook.

(Below is the transcript from the
broadcast story)

Meridian Canine Rescue has “pig”
plans on the horizon.

After a successful relocation
campaign, the team and the

cal .
nonprofits«

partner up |
to rescue g

dogs in their care will shift shelter
operations to a new property in
Emmett.

“So looking for a property where
there was a home with some

land on in which we could have
some enrichment yard was really
important to us,” said Jessica Ewing,
the Executive Director and Canine
Trainer.

When deciding what kind of farm
animals the rescue team would take
on they reached out to their friends
at Dominifarm in Kuna “And they
said pigs should be the first ones,”
said Ewing.

Sara Meyrovich, Dominifarm board
member and volunteer said,
‘Because it's so common for pigs to
need to be rehomed. People take in
pigs thinking that they’re going to
be small and they end up not being
able to care for them properly,” said
Meyrovich.

Farm volunteers teach canine
trainers the ins and outs of caring
for pigs and the similarities between
the two four-legged friends.

“They're a little bit different in how
you would train them, but in terms

of intelligence, yes, they [pigs] have
been compared to the intelligence
of chimpanzees,” said Meyrovich.

“We got to see some really cute
moments and | think there is a lot
for us to learn, but there are enough
parallels between pigs and dogs
that we at least have an idea going
in,” said Ewing.

“They’re very empathetic when
you’re having a bad day, they come
and check on you,” said Meyrovich.

Besides 15 acres of land for pups
and pigs to run around in the new
property will have a house to ensure
realistic training for canine’s getting
ready for their fur-ever homes.

“..and the dogs could practice
things like, what to do if a visitor
comes knocking at the door, or how
to crate train in a bedroom if they
need it,” said Ewing.

Even with more room to grow, the
nonprofit will continue its mission
of working and educating owners

in an effort to lower the amount of
surrendered animals in Idaho.

Source: https./www.Kkivitv.com/kunag,
two-local-nonprofits-partner-up-to-
rescue-more-animals



https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/11/287325/morocco-will-no-longer-kill-stray-dogs
https://www.facebook.com/MeridianCanineRescue
https://www.facebook.com/dominifarmanimalsanctuary
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.moroccoworldnews.com%2F2023%2F01%2F353730%2Fstray-dogs-killed-in-morocco-ahead-of-fifa-club-world-cup&psig=AOvVaw2mnIjdUU5HwzR2ZwRy0Ttr&ust=1711121322596000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=2ahUKEwjm74nm1YWFAxWTVqQEHcvrDMQQr4kDegQIARBA
https://www.kivitv.com/kuna/two-local-nonprofits-partner-up-to-rescue-more-animals
https://www.kivitv.com/kuna/two-local-nonprofits-partner-up-to-rescue-more-animals
https://www.kivitv.com/kuna/two-local-nonprofits-partner-up-to-rescue-more-animals
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2024/03/361532/animal-shelter-in-moroccos-agadir-seeks-solidarity-support-against-eviction
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2024/03/361532/animal-shelter-in-moroccos-agadir-seeks-solidarity-support-against-eviction
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Building Bridges: NGO World
and Sindh Government Partner
for Education

he NGO World Foundation
has joined hands with the
Directorate of Literacy and
Non-Formal Education,
part of the Government of Sindh, to
enhance education accessibility in
the region. This partnership, sealed
through a Letter of Understanding
signed on March 19, 2024, is a
significant step towards the
ZEST Project, which focuses on
providing non-formal education
opportunities.

The goal is clear: to make sure
everyone, especially those left out
by regular schooling, gets a chance
to learn. By teaming up with the
government, The NGO World
hopes to make a real difference in

communities across Sindh, breaking
down barriers to education and
spreading knowledge far and wide.

The signing ceremony was attended
by notable figures, including
Chairman of The NGO World
Foundation, Mr. Zafar Igbal, and
Director of Literacy and Non-Formal
Education, Dr. Aftab Ahmed Shaikh.
H.E Camal Sangu, Consul General

of Turkiye in Karachi, graced the
occasion as the guest of honor,
along with representatives from

the donor organization, Turkiye
Diyanet Vakfi, and other dignitaries
like Mr. Abdul Hameed Shaikh from
the Social Work Department of the
Sindh government.

Dr. Aftab Ahmed Shaikh
commended The NGO World'’s
efforts in non-formal education,
acknowledging their contribution
to addressing the issue of out-
of-school children. Mr. Zafar

Igbal expressed gratitude to all
stakeholders, including donors,
the Directorate, and JICA Pakistan,
for their support in implementing
the ZEST Project. H.E Camal Sangu
assured ongoing support from the
people of Turkiye to uplift deprived
communities in Pakistan.

This collaboration represents a
promising step towards a more
inclusive and educated society in
Sindh.

Source: https/www.thengoworld.com/building-bridges-ngo-world-and-sindh-government-partner-for-education,

/6
]

PWD

St. Louis disability nonprofit
receives $2 million for advocacy
and programming

he Starkloff Disability
Institute works to
advocate for people with
disabilities, providing career
training and resources through
a variety of peer-led programs.
The local nonprofit was one of
361 organizations to receive a
multimillion-dollar donation.

The Yield Giving Open Call,
managed by Lever for Change,
awarded $641 million nationwide
to small organizations battling
inequality in high-need areas.

“We are excited that our partnership
with Yield Giving has resonated
with so many organizations,” said
Cecilia Conrad, CEO of Lever for
Change. “In a world teeming with
potential and talent, the Open

Call has given us an opportunity

to identify, uplift, and empower
transformative organizations that
often remain unseen.”

The Starkloff Disability Institute
received $2 million this week — it
aims to use the donation to help
more people with disabilities reach
their potential. The number of
program-enrolled students with
disabilities tripled from 2022 to
2023. Lori Becker, CEO of Starkloff
Disability Institute, started at the
company as a program participant.

“My brother and | actually share the
same visual impairment. Other than
him, I didn’t know any other disabled
people. | came together with a group
in this Career Academy program, and
what | learned is that we all faced
the same challenges,” Becker said.
‘There’s real strength in knowing that
you're not the only one.”

The Starkloff Disability Institute
aims to help students of all ages
learn lessons about self-advocacy,
time management and confidence.
The programs are vitally important
to those with disabilities, Becker
said, and equally beneficial for

their employers. The organization
provides consulting services to more
than 50 workplaces.

“It is going to help not just people
with disabilities, but everyone in
their organization thrive,” Becker
said. “Do not talk about [a disability]
it from a position of weakness or a
position of being a burden. You're
an asset to this company, tell them
how you will contribute.”

More than 6,000 organizations
applied to receive funding in March
2023. The Open Call initially planned
to award a $1 million donation to
250 organizations nationwide. The
donor team, including Amazon co-
founder MacKenzie Scott, expanded
the donation amount and the
number of gifts later that year.

“Each of these 361 community-

led nonprofits was elevated by

peer organizations and a Round-2
evaluation panel for their outstanding
work advancing the voices and
opportunities of individuals and
families of meager or modest means,
and groups who have met with
discrimination and other systemic
obstacles,” Scott said.

The Starkloff Disability Institute
was one of seven Missouri-based
companies chosen from the Yield
Giving Open Call. More than 20
nonprofit organizations in Illinois
received a $2 million gift.

“This is going to really help us do
more outreach. Getting more
people into this program, having
the staff capacity to meet those
needs — is going to be really
critically important,” Becker said.

Source: https:./www.kbia.org/missouri-
news/2024-03-23/st-louis-disability-
nonprofit-receives-2-million-for-
advocacy-and-programming



https://yieldgiving.com/
https://yieldgiving.com/
https://www.kbia.org/missouri-news/2024-03-23/st-louis-disability-nonprofit-receives-2-million-for-advocacy-and-programming
https://www.kbia.org/missouri-news/2024-03-23/st-louis-disability-nonprofit-receives-2-million-for-advocacy-and-programming
https://www.kbia.org/missouri-news/2024-03-23/st-louis-disability-nonprofit-receives-2-million-for-advocacy-and-programming
https://www.kbia.org/missouri-news/2024-03-23/st-louis-disability-nonprofit-receives-2-million-for-advocacy-and-programming
https://www.thengoworld.com/building-bridges-ngo-world-and-sindh-government-partner-for-education/

Tarrey Zameen Par

hen it comes to
community service in
Multan, Fadia Kashif's
name surfaces as
the most prominent and active
philanthropist. Fadia is born and
bred in Multan, did her schooling
from Convent School and then
continued her academic journey
by doing graduation in Arts by
Government Degree College, the
most prestigious educational
institutions of its time.

Fadia is born to an affluent family
and had not witnessed the poverty,
deprivation or hardships of life
as hands on but had seen a lot of
community service happening
around by her parents, who are not
only a renowned business family,
had political careers but are also
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remarkable philanthropists who
believed in providing for the under
privileged. Since Fadia had already
grown amongst witnessing social
service rendered by her parents,
she kind of inherited this streak of
kindness, compassion and empathy
from them.

Even as a teenager, her interests
were quite decent as compared to
her age fellows and unlike others of
her status,she avoided parties and
unnecessary brawling. She kept to
herself and tried to help the poor
people to the best of her capacity
.though her scope was limited then.

Fadia’s social help continued after
marriage as well where she had
been sending food to the cold
waiting areas of the government

hospitals where poor relatives had
to spend long nights on the freezing
floors since they could not afford
any hotels and gave blankets and
shoes to the beggars and destitute
on the street and was giving social
help to those who were genuinely
in need.

Her life took a new turn when she
read Quran with translation and
Tafseer, understanding the purpose
of life, the message sent by Allah to
its people and that was the turning
point in her life. She devoted her life
to serve humanity with Jaan, Maal
and Wagqt, which is also the motto
of her Trust - Tarrey Zameen Par.

She decided to have a platform
so the social work could be
channelized and become

systematic to cover a wider scope.

This led to the birth of Taarey

Zameen Par Trust in 2016 which was
the brain child of Fadia Kashif. Since

she is an intelligent and a strong
woman and has also inherited

business acumen from her father,
she was expected to join the family

business either of her father's
or her husband’s which needed
human resource like her but she

was chosen for a better purpose by

Almighty.

Taarey Zameen Par Trust
started off with a small
step of providing food to
Jjhugee dwellers in rains
and on streets and to the
government hospitals

like Nishtar Hospital and
Children’s Hospital,the baby
steps kept growing and
the Trust got registered

in 2018 and had its legal
deed. As its functioning
and scope widened, more
funds were required which
were mainly provided by
the Trust’s Chair person
Ms Fadia herself, her
husband and later a group
of family and friends joined
in to contribute for good
reasons.

Today, just in the short span of six
years, TZP is functioning under
various heads like Fazle Rabbi,
which provides Pediatric Medical
help and facilitation to helpless and
poor people coming to Children’s
Hospital Multan with all kind of
material, social and emotional
support. Since Children’s Hospital
is the only hospital in Southern
Punjab which has specialists for
pediatric health care, the hospital
is always overly busy and crowded
and faces lack of resources to

cater such huge numbers. In

2021, TZP constructed a state of
the art Modular Heart Operation
Theatre here so the patients can be
facilitated here only and to avoid
years long waiting list in Lahore.

Then there is TZP Dasterkhawan
with the motto of
Ghar Jesa
Khana,
Mohabbat
aur Ehtram
k Sath. It
serves three
time meals
starting from
breakfast to
dinner in Multan
Institute of Cardiology
and Children’s Hospital
along with providing
rations to white collared
families.

Also started by her is TZP Education
with the motto Taleem Sub K Liye.
It started off with approximately

40 jhugee dwelling children who
were deprived of all sort of Taleem
and Tarbiat and today has 400 plus
students. It is commendable that
eight jhugee boys and girls are sent
to cadet college as well for better
future prospects. Ration, clothing
and medical facilities are provided
to these underprivileged people to
make their life journey a bit easy. A
residential colony Darul Sakoon,with
34 houses is built for the jhugee
families where they can live for free
in a two bedroom house with a
kitchen and a washroom and a small
front yard.On popular demand now
Darul Sakoon Phase Il is constructed
with another 36 houses for the
Jjhugee dwellers, widows, differently
able people and transgender.

One needs a sensitive heart like
Fadia’s to feel for the differently
able persons, a program under the
name of Apna Rozgar is run by
the Trust to provide employment
opportunities for the differently
able people so they can earn their
livelihood with pride and can
have a positive role to play in the
community. The best part is that
it works on equal opportunity and
females are also supported and
encouraged to facilitate through
this program.
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